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HOBBLES 


Little lead soldiers on parade 



Sam&urger© SVbcndlilail 


H uns Christian Andersen wrote the sad 
and pretty tela of the tin soldier who 
fell hopelessly In love with a dancing 
girl and was mellcd down with her in die 
lire until nothing remained of the two 
hut a liny tin heart and a Binged rose 
of tinsel, in Andersen's day tin figurines 
wore coveted objects among dilldron. 

Some ol (he most famous lend figures 
came from the Zinn-Coniposlllon-Flguren- 
Fabrik Helnridisati In Nuremberg. Today, 
clubs have boon formed In many towns 
and cities, and In the country, where 
collectors and designers of lead figures 
meet to discuss (heir hobby. 

The tiny objects are exchanged, or 
addresses of the makers ore made known. 
Muro so than addresses or miniatures ex- 
perience is pooled, for among the fanatics 
of this hobby the least that is expected 
of serious collectors is that they paint 
lltelr own miniatures. 

From amateur to expert 

Many of these collectors, who began as 
amateurs, have since developed Into ex- 
peris on the history of civilised man. 
They have progressed from the lead sol- 
dior stage to a study of what now seem 
idyllic periods of antiquity. They present 
thumb-size personalities from those times 
in dioramas, they have made themselves. 
Indeed, no limits seem to be put on the 
inventiveness of this hobby. 

It is because this miniature world is 
limlilesB-in sentiment and purpose that a 
centre is needed where, as It were, the 
strings of the puppets can meet. Yearn 
ago llio Potsdam bookseller, August Bon- 
hqms, set out to create such a centre. 

Bon ness found a home for lead figures 
of every description and from every age 
in the vault of the former Hoheuzollern 
residence, Plassenburg, in Franconian 
Kulmbadi. Today, this collection Is under 
the protection of the Bavarian castle ad- 
ministration authorities and under the 
personal caro of Hans Stflsslein. 

Every l wo years— this year ugaln— 
experts end amateurs, collectors and on- 
lookers climb the sleep hill to enjoy the 
hospitality of the town of FCulnihach, a 
mixture o! delight and admiration. From 
the top they look down on the smoking 
stacks of Kulmbach'a famous breweries 
end then wander amonong the 200 Illumi- 
nated, glassed-in dioramas containing 
20,000 miniatures from the chapters of 
world history, representing the famous 
and the nameless, the leaders and the 
lost. 

From America 
and New Zealand 

A I the last Kulmbach get-togeLher col- 
lectors turned up from as far away as 
America and New Zealand. Together, they 
study, compare and contribute. Those who 
have seen these people chatting within 
walls that enclosed the Bavarian prison 
a century ago know the Spllzweg type 
of artist has not died out. 

The Plassenburg collection opens near 
the entrance wllh the shrewd women of 
Weinberg who were allowed to carry out 
of their besieged city what was nearest 
to their hearts. They carried out their 
men f oik on their backs. Surrounded by 
excited children H a rjenback'a famous cir- 
cus enters a small town. Hamburg's car- 
penters and the Hummel himself were 
presented to Plassenburg, 

Rismnrck rides through his Frledrlchs- 
ruh. Servunts stand rooted to the spot. 


Goethe is discovered with Napoleon, 
every inch a Princa among Poets. Old 
Fritz Is having a good time In Sanssouci, 
and (he British King and Queen pass 
through the Brandenburg Gate oo a slate 
visit in 1909 when women wore bustles. 

If Hans Christian Andersen could visit 
Plassenburg, he would probably return 
secretly at night to remove the glass 
cabinets and work his magic. Perhaps he 
could summon Rommel's troops near To- 
bruk to free those poor wltdies being 
tortured with liny glowing pokers. 

Or he would plot secret romances be- 
tween the grim bearded Assyrians and 
Ihe dancing ladies of the rococo period. 
Perhaps he would offer the beautiful Helen 


of Troy an opportunity to escape on the 
world s first bicycle made in Dad Giim- 
statt In 1873. It Is in the diorama next to 
hers, graceful and natural In tin. The fow 
hundred years separating Helen from the 
bicycle would not worry Andersen be- 
cause he was a poet, 

In the same way time spans do not 
worry the collectors who give as much 
care and attention to their miniatures as 
If they directing a wondrous pageant. 
Nor does lime worry Donovan, the singer 
of protest songs, who ronders the siory 
of the tin soldier so delicately that one 
has the urge to snatch him from the ffre 
and save him for hfs pretty ballerina. 

(Hamburger Absmlblatt, 4 January IBM) 


Plauenburg near Kulmbach In Franconia 

(Phaioi Wilhelm Rauh) 


Compare salt 
before you fly 



There 8 not much common about the common salt you're served on 
Lufthansa. 

It's white. And It sprinkles. But the resemblance ends there. 

Ordinary salt just doesn't travel well enough for us. 

Its tang fades when you warehouse it In desert heat. It gums up In 
gooey tropical air. It goes to pieces In brisk winter weather In the Arctic. 

Our salt doesn’t. Because we experimented until we finally found a salt 
that could stand up to every climate of every one of the 53 countries 
Lufthansa serves. 

Which means that our salt can stand storage through long periods of 
heat. Of cold. In thin air at high altitudes. In soupy air at sea level Or 
anywhere In between. And still taste good on a Lufthansa dinner. 

Besides that, we grind and sift all our salt one extra time, so It has the 
same satisfying consistency, always. 

Is a small thing like salt worth all that extra trouble? 
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Kremlin harmony apparently 
is not so harmonious 


Miner 6(afr3n)dia > 


W hat is going on in Prague a ml 
Moscow and between the two Is a 
mat lor for ronjccluri*, hut whatever linos 
til Mnmyht arc lolhiwi'd tho roue III 'duns In 
be road i nil Ciinimt ho anything oilier Ilian 
broiMihikhig lor VVVtlorii ubM'i vra. 

In Cz<*ib< islovak la, on llio uno hand, 
sluilnilK, wmkors ,iml i.iigu sartors of Ihc 
|»i| alia lion, hkhim'iI and ] ('galvanised by 
llio suhido of Jail I ‘a lath, arc increasingly 
Jomonlimi unrest ,md pro lost against Min 
So viol oi copying Imres. 

Inovluihiy Mils protest is direvleil uni 
only against llio dm laied friends of lliu 
SovIpI Union in (Vi < (!ioii|oviikia but also, 
lo sonic ex lent at lo.isl, against loading 
party ami movcuuwiiI polilldana who 

sunn llio Km viol inv.i.inii 

engaged In a ilcsp.iliiiui allcntpl to ros- 
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cur; us Hindi of ihe relnrin-, as possible 
without giving the Soviet Union causa 
lor further tough action. 

In Moscow, on the oilier hand, tho 
Kremlin lenders, who must differ on ways 
Anri means at Ihc very least, are having 
lo look on as all their attempts to normal- 
ise the situation in Czechoslovakia are 
nipped in the bud. 

The attempted usiuwinallon of Russia's 
cosmonauts, shuts iiiut may well have 
bt'fn mean! for the Soviet leaders, is not 
iHrcusKarily thu first visible sign ul serious 


opposition to Mia prcHcnt leadership blit 
may well he so. It will certainly make the 
general public think and Ihe leadership 
more nervous Ilian over. 

In both Prague and Moscow lire powers 
Midi bn are In an extremely difficult po- 
sition aiuI hnlli die directly influenced 
uiul umy even ho UuiMtened by the be- 
haviour nml 1 cue I ions of Ihe othar. 

Thu Pro g 110 leailni.i are, of course, in a 
foi more 1 1 lingo rcais pmsiliou, lull (lie con- 
.scgiiunrcs lor Mosciiw are far mom ser- 
ious and fur- reaching. No niw van say 
ul tin* iniiiiioitl how Llio new American ad- 
inltii.sn.iMon would read to a second use 
of Imre In C./eiliiislovjklu. 

Maybe I'losUlenl Nlxmi would he caught 
uupiep.itcd. Maybe, to begin wllh, he 
could lake only ha 11 -hoar led ad ion nr 
Hum? .11 all. But them can lie no doubt 
Dial tin* now MS President could not lor- 
fiel anil Imgivo a hum Ilia lion in Ids first 
few weeks In office. 

Clone would In- llu: talk ul pc.lii: ill Ml 
Nixon's limugm.il address. The only ii»- 
S p< ill M- Washington could allow Mseil lo 
sml) a slap in llio lure would lie a flesh 
lorn ol Ihe sciciv in (inns oipoiiclliuio 
and policies motivnlcil by the gruvfsl 
llllstlllsl. 

Tin* Kioudin will, of cmiise, iralisn 
how America Is likely to load. Soviet use 
of force in Czisfiiwlovakia rims wall mid 
indy counler In llie famous hundred days 
gmee Mini oven Moscow generally allows 
uowly-HocIcd Aiuerlciin Prosldeiils. 

It is nut out of die question llio t Praguo 
too Is colliding on these hundred days. 
This would, for instance, uxplnin why 
(login. Mists witli close tics to the Soviet 
Union have matin violent spvuihes in par- 




When you have made your own bed you must lie on itl 


ty and goveiunn-ni bodies 1ml progres- 
sl v«i polilk’kms have then been elected. 

11 would also explain why licodoin oi 
Ihe piess has been lucru.ised rnllier limn 
reslilded ond why men such as Ola Slk 
anil IMuuiil (.'u»Ulslil«ker wen* recently 
i n v fieri by tha (jovoimiiniU lo roliirn iu 
Pi ague. 

Hut (Ids general rule on wlddi Prague 
may ho nniulliuj only holilx guoil pro- 
vided Ihc Soviet if, I do 1 ship nrln In a hall- 
way Noilslhle manner. The <| Uos Moll that 
Inis linen wouylng ohsorvins of lain is 
wholhoi Iho K 1 cm] in Is In a position In do 
so m If so, for how long. 

Tho Soviet empire is by tut moans 11111 
at Ihe IoiiiIi of a liulton like nn enormous 
nwulilriP, ns simple souls used lo iiiiagluo 
and yet Mini pier ones still do. The Moscow 
cuiTvKponduiil n( Lc Monde, one of Mm 
host newspapers in the world, recently 
published a book end Mod Power ond Im- 
potence in Ihe Kremlin In which con- 
vincing pi oof is given that allor Ihc death 


Spreading violence baffles 
the smug Russians 


S omething run-oMIte-mill in the West 
but out of the ordinary for (he East 
occurred In Moscow when, during the tri- 
umphal procession of tha Soyuz 4 and 5 
cosmonauts through the Soviet capital, 
shots wore fired. 

As m frequently when certain events 
occur in the Soviet Union, speculation 
lias been rife. Were the shnls meant for 
llie cosmonauts or for Brezhnev ond Pod- 
rjurny? Was it u political conspiracy? — 
Questions lo which no answer will he 
forthcoming. 

Reference to hard fuels is more to the 
point. Of late there have been a large 
number of reports about capital offences 
in the Soviet Union. Even leading public 
figures have suliered. A member of the 
CPSU central committee wtis assaulted, 
world -fain 0119 violinist Igor Oislrakh was 
rubbed and now shots have been fired at 
the cosmonauts. 


-> i&fafUn 
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It Is dear enough in the West that 
growing prosperity does not mean (he end 
o( crime. The reverse is the case. Evi- 
dently IL can also he said of Socialism 
that a more highly-developed communist 
system does not by any means moon the 
end oi crime either. 

As a result Hie Kremlin is hound to try 
to halt developments by employing Ihe 
harshest of methods and measures. Perso- 
nal freedom of the individual citizen is al- 
ways the loser. It would probably be 
wrong to drew any other conclusions from 
the shooting. 

IHandulibtall, 27 January lOwi 


{CaUuoiii Kt.iua Pli-tcirl/KOtnci SVaiU-AiucIgoO 


of Stalin and oven Niklla Krushchev's 
heyday ,i nm III mal puwor struggle look 
plai n at tho lop. 

Alliances change from mm week lo Hits 
next, aL limns oven In the course of a few 
day •». All lorchiu and domestic policy 
duel Minns boar wfittim lo tho continual 
indi'lbtlng. Holier in uisld orations of So- 
viet raison dcl.il fn*<[iicntJy play n quite 
minor ruin. 

VPiur 7.*u/n, Guardian Mpufi.illsl on 
Soviet nlfaiiN, has just proved Mud In- 
figiillug is still rife over whether or not 
imcln.tr war K possible or iiicNiulngfu! and 
iv hr I her Iho armed hucos .should prepaid 
(or I ho evciilnaHtv or « dlH.itmmueul 
a(|((!«iine]it wllh llio West should ha 
sought. 

it it overstepping Ihe mark to assunm 
that there Is a group of military men nml 
party officials with similar views In Mos- 
cow who argued Iri favour of tho most 
primitive and apparently easiest way out, 
the use of force, prior lo 21 Aug list? 

Might not Hie same group, alarmed by 
the latest developments In Czechoslova- 
kia, advocate a root-anrl-branch solution, 
regardless of Iho consequences? Or might 
they not even expressly favour the likely 
consequences, such os a turpedoelng of 
the disarmament negotiations wllh Iho 
United Slates that may well have first 
been proposed by their opponents In Mos- 
cow? Disarmament Is bound to represent 
a threat lo (he power of the military and 
their com redes- In-arms, 

Might It not ho, when all is saiil and 
done, that a domestic victory on Ihe part 
of this group Is a likely result of fear 
ol Innovations sudi as even Irom Czeiiio- 
Slovakia represent a continual threat to 
the domestic policies of (he Soviet Union, 
that Ihe forces of reason and progress will 
continually bo weakened and the use of 
force abroad automatically gain greater 
support for force at home? 

At the moment tliosn questions cannot 
he answered. No one knows whether the 
crunch will coma in Moscow or between 
Moscow and Prague or whether, after a 
period uf crisis, the outcome might not 
be completely different. But these are 
questions that must he asked In order to 
grasp the extent of possible danger. 

Han't f\eilwh 

(Kolncr BwHtAiuol.j'.-r, 2 S J im.ua iy IBVU 
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Oriental traditions ill-fit our society 



A 



]U«\ss • ■•uiiiioiil's nn llir* (loath 
of l’roi|iie hludcitl I.m [‘ciljili, who 
wl himself Might In Wcncesl-is Square 
cm in l.iiniiiry in piolosl oij-ilnst Hit* sup- 
jiii’sioii **f press Irecdmit, have been full 
ni ingenious artjiinwnt!. about Hie growing 
I nil nonce of Far Eastern \it*iv.s in the 
W i Morn Win Id. 

.'hi m ilter how jnikli one may sympa- 
thise with iheir pnlilic.il motives, these 
living toKiios, so the argument went, run 
funnier (n Hit* moral substance of the 
Western world and should host bobuimli- 
c*l lo the limbo of non-mention In the 
pres.s. This, it was iiifiinl.iliicd. is ihe only 
lvay lo offset the (•Motional ballast. 

The i(Hlinh|UD of self-immolation by 
fim uuisl, ol com sc, lie seen in the light 
i >1 Oriental philosophy and poll l les; el her- 
v. iso the whole idea would bo Incompre- 
hensible. 

There is a long tradition ol people set- 
ling lire Id themselves In indo Chinn, it 
has been done In protest against quite 
Irivfiii in ensures — d change in the high- 
way code, for instiince, 

The cold wind of tiller foroigimcss Unit 
rDines from nets of this kind makes it 
easy lo fi>rgel how many "Chinese meth- 
ods" li.ive become jiart ol every day pu- 
Idles ol late without Ihe slightest protest 
in Iho name* of European luililion. 

Nowadays hu idly anyone worries un- 
duly about university debates in which, 
along the lines of Chinese village assem- 
blies. the intellectual onlhoiitles are not 
only criticised but systematically humil- 
iated and broken at Ihe roots ol their in- 
tellectual existence. 

Many people even seriously believe the 
Quotations o! Chairman Mao In be Uie 
ultimate in wisdom, even though the Quo- 
tations. aie. from Mart lo finish, iceble 
. l.mJoloyies and banal political truisms. 

It can hardly be the Oriental origin 
that has given rise to feelings of horror 
about these spectacular suicides in Eu- 
rope. 

The horror seems, In fact, lo derive 
from recoil ec I ions of days gone by when 
pimple still risked iheir lives in the West 
for political or philosophical Ideas and sa- 
crificed themselves if need be. Nowadays 
people no longer die for ideas. 

Siicr i flees have become unfashionable 
nml the martyr figure has occasionally 
even been cast in an almost comic light. 
Ufc is unquestionably considered to bo 
Ihe highest of values — often enough only 
emu's own life. 

We have not grown more humane by 
virtue of no lunger being prepared lo sac- 
rifice ourselves. In discussions with 
youthful Western revolutionaries it is a 
K ms. taut source of amazement that they 
manage with such rhetorical ease to dis- 
pute of ihe lives ol others. 


UNABHSNDIGI TAOEStElIUNG fUS DBUTSCHlAM 


Callow youths with the first signs of 
facial hair and well-groomed girls who 
have never In their short lives seen any- 
one die a violent death generally reckon 
with anything up to 20,000 couter-revo- 
lullunaries going the way oi all llesh in 
Ihe decisive battle. 

It in no coincidence that Georges Da- 
table and the Marquis do Sade have be- 
come hesl-selling authors and posters 
with the picture of Jilrgen Bortsch, a 
butcher's apprentice from the Ruhr who 
was sentenced to hard labour for life for 
the particularly brutal murder of (our 
young boys, ate selling like hot cn kes. 

fn (he face or such cheerful sadism the 
so) t-sneri lives made recently by young 


Czechs and Slovaks assume the dimen- 
sions of the writing on the wail. Vet at 
the same time they bear witness to a hu- 
manity that has not been seen In Europe 
for a long time. 

Would it not have been far easier to 
launch a fatal guerilla war against the 
occupying forces? Does not the worth of 
a hero depend on his having caused the 
death of a large number of enemies rather 
than on having himself died for Ids coun- 
try? 

Bui Jan Taiadi obviously did not want 
to be a heio. By setting himself alight he 
showed even in death who is the hang- 
man and who the victim In Czechoslova- 
kia today. His death was symbolic and 
understood as a symbol oil over the world, 
particularly by his own people. 

Even so, the fact remains that a people 
cannot accept a sacrifice of tills magni- 
tude. A deed sudi as Jan Palnch's cannot 
fail lo have dire consequences. Easily led 
tharnctcis with some private reasons for 


Nixon side-steps making 
sweeping promises 


T he 37th President of the United Sta- 
tes has taken the oath of office. Per- 
haps the most characteristic feuLuie of 
tills change at the top Is that Richard 
Nixon has taken over without having a 
slogan at hand for the new era America 
and the w6rld are now entering. 

Roosevelt had Ids New Deal. So did 
Trimum. President Kennedy had Ids New 
Frontier and LIU his Great Society. Pre- 
sident Nixon inis no sudi visions or re- 
form programmes. 

In retrospect it could well be soid that 
this lack, ol glowing visions nf Ute future 
was one of the reasons why he won the 
election campaign. His election was. If 
anything, prool that America is tired of 
being ushered Into a great future und 
marched Into new worlds. 

The new President has been sparing in 
his promises. The few reform proposals 
he lias made are modest In comparison 
with Ihe mass of programmes, projects 
and reforms begun by his predecessors, 
muny of which turned out to be abortive. 

This atmosphere ol caution and circum- 
spection at present corresponds more to 
the general feeling ol the man in the street 
ttian do fresh visions of happiness. 

What is to be expected of an adminis- 
tration that lades the stimulus or reform- 
ist enthusiasm? — This Is a question that 
is prompted less by the impression con- 


Chancellor disappointed at 
Paris-Rome developments 


I t lakes enforced optimism lo conclude 
ii'uiii Hit* diplomatic comings and goings 
between Bonn nnd Paris that there ere 
hopes of n lasting improvement in rela- 
tions between France and this country. 

While Bonn and Paris arrange meeting 
after meeting ex-Premier Pompidou has 
made it clear. In Rome of all places, that 
France and Italy are In fact closer together 
than either of them Is to this country. For 
both Ihe industrial might of the Federal 
Republic presents a problem. 

Statements to this effect were made af- 
ter close consultation between M. Pom- 
pidou and General de Gaulle, the visitor 
iron* France also making It clear that he Is 
prepared to parley with other governments 
in the near future. 


The embarrassing way in which the Fed- 
eral government views lies with Parts as 
a special relationship does seem to be less 
and less to France's liking. 

Understandably enough Chancellor KJe- 
slnger, who began by making a deter- 
mined effort to woo Paris, must be disap- 
pointed to end the present legislative 
period with relations with Paris in as de- 
pressing state as under his predecessor, 
Dr Erhard. 

Enthusiastic Europeans, of whom there 
is a considerable number In the Social 
Democratic parliamentary parly, are like- 
ly soon to take Ihe opportunity of casting 
light on the outcome of this aspect of 
Bonn's lies with the West, 

(Hflndolsblnlt, 22 January IBM) 


voyed by the new administration llinu by 
the frame of mind of people who view 
official measures, government initiative 
and the employment of comprehensive 
Federal bureaucracy as a panacea for the 
problems of society. 

The vision, If any, conveyed by Richard 
Nixon's assumption of otllce Is one of con- 
tinuity In dealing with events and n sober 
response rather than a crusading spirit. 
Liberal com men (a tors even have, when all 
is said and done, readied the. cone I vision 
that what America now needs more (li.m 
anything else is a period <»( rest ,unl re- 
appraisal. 

In a society such as the ones with which 
we are familiar gov e rum cut prog ninnies 
are not the huh but merely one ol the 
spokes of the wheel oi histuiy. In a ma- 
jor society the Individual purls— Indivi- 
dual people and the many Institutions — 
are wheeling constellations dial attract 
and repel as in a magnetic field. 

And In this great arena of national life 
Ihe people are pinning their hopes on 
President Nixon. He promised the elec- 
torate to reunite liie country. The voters 
believed him and voted for him. 

The months that passed between the 
election and his assumption of office hove 
shown that Mr Nixon has kept this prom- 
ise in mind and Is well aware of the ob- 
ligations it imposes on him. It is not an 
easy task and words alone will not 6oive 
the problems outstanding. 

The war In Vietnam, the continuing cri- 
sis in the Middle East and racial troubles 
in the United Stales itself are all problems 
to which there are no straightforward so- 
lutions and sectors in which reason counLs 
ior more than either money or state 
power. In both foreign and domestic pol- 
icy, lo paraphrase Waller Llppmann's 
words, these problems must he cut down 
to a siie nl which It can both be coped 
with and seen as a whole. 

For the time being, then, we abroad 
must not expect loo much of the new US 
President. The stuff of conflict Is around 
in plenty; more need not be added. End- 
ing the Vietnam war and endeavouring 
to find a formula by which lo take the 
sting out of the Middle Eastern crisis will 
call for the utmost in effort. 

At the moment the situation In the 
Middle East present greater problems 
than does Vietnam. The Paris Vietnam 
talks have progressed far enough lor 
agreement to be readied on the shape of 


being prepared to die Eee this gigantic 
torchlight and in no lime at all a political 
demonstration could assume ludicrous 
proportions. 

It is well-known that Uie self-immola- 
tions of Buddhist monks in Vietnam in 
1966 led others lo follow suit and degrade 
a tragedy into a farce. 

It can only be presumed that all rea- 
sonable people will want to save Czecho- 
slovakia from experiencing comparably 
macabre farces. To this cxlcnL there can 
be nothing but wholehearted agreement 
with PiesidetiL Svobodn's appeals far 
common sense to prevail. 

Tlie living torches of Pi ague, Pilsen and 
Brno should, on the other hand, certainly 
make those think who view Soviet inter- 
vention In Czechoslovakia as nothing 
more than an unfortunate accident and 
arc now on the point of ignoring the fate 
of a humiliated country in order to get on 
with tiie business In hand. 

The Soviet Invasion of Czechoslovakia 
was nut moiely on unfortunate accident. 
It has brought about a complete change 
in the political landscape and in the eerie 
light cast by the human tardies the gloom 
appeals yet gloomier. 

Gr’in/hcr Zehm 

(DIE WELT. 12 January IBM| 


the conference table, whereas in the 
Middle East (he increased activity of ihe 
Soviet Union and ihc counsel of Governor 
Scranton, Mr Nixon's special envoy, to 
stand tump aloof from Israel have set a 
new note. 

The caution with wlildi President 
Nixon ran he expected to appioadi for- 
eign policy problems gives cause to recall 
lear of the. isolationism Hint is reputed 
to he <1 feature of the Republican outlook. 
It is Immaterial Unit neither President 
Nixun nor his iidminiKtralion me accused 
ol isid.it Uni ism. Sweeping generalisation! 
Iuivm a long liie, as every Gentian well 
Knows, and .i< » u.sa linns of isolationism 
will be one i»l liie dosses (be new Piusi- 
ilenl will h-ive to lin.ir patiently. 

Fin Ihe time being Mr Nixon does iml 
see it ,is his duty to puisite mi active In- 
tel iiaiiiiti.il policy, lie diniiol embark on 
a sun l-skIou ol Iresh KiiiHuitiueuts il lia 
is in (ultll Hie hopes placed in him by |ha 
American people. 

As he said at the inaiiyiii.ilUui cere- 
mony, "We have had enough dissent and 
division. Wli.il w« lined now Is a pnrind 
of recovery, it period of renewal .mil ic- 
.illslfc hope," 

Gerhard Hirsclanri 
(fiiJiMtilukurlbi, z3 Jnnuaiy 1009) 
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Bonn's in-fighting for nominations 
for the next elections 


P reliminaries to the election campaign, 
the fight for Ciiinlidalurn in consti- 
tuencies and lor nomination to the* poli- 
tical parties' stain lists uf candidates, are 
now underway. In many a smoko-filletl 
room the Individual parlies will decide 
who Lo present Lo tho ele.elon.itc: and In- 
ternal skirmishing fur e place on stale 
candidature lists Is In full swing. 

Bundestag veterans face stiff competi- 
tion for nomination as candidates. Some- 
one who has been a member of the Bun- 
destag for twelve or even sixteen years 
can no longer regard re-election as a fore- 
gone conclusion. It Is already being said 
that some members have been in Bonn 
too long. 

Of course, the Bundestag Is not a coun- 
cil of elders, as 11 has often been de- 
scribed! and there are quite a number of 
younger members in Ihe present Bundes- 
tag. Bui It seems that this sixth Bundes- 
tag election will put more members nut 
of work at the pre-election stage when 
candidates are selected. 

In fuel, this pre-election forestalls the 
actual c led ion in the case nf safe seats 
lor n particular party or serum places 
on state candidature lists. Willy Brand!, 
Ior example, iJlm will lie the liisl name 
on tlin Social Demur ra lie Party’s (SPD) 
candidature list in North Rhino-' Westpha- 
lia is. therefore, already assured of his 
sent in the next Bundestag. 

Similarly in a constituency where a 
Christian Democratic Union (CDU) or 
SPD candidate gained sixty or seveuty 
per coni uf Ihe votes in Ihe Iasi elm. (Ion, 
Ihe relevant parly 'a minikin in has vir- 
tually been el or toe I to the Ihimlesl.ig as 
sonn ns be in iinniiuiitud. 

Tills i;ci liiint y ran lead lo cmelessness 
in the select km of caudnUdes. Anyone 
wlin thinks that his parly is bound to get 
the mandate lit a pattieiil.it < unstlloeiK y, 
may think that It dons not matter whom 
the parly nominates. 

Dues ihe hidividu.it c.inilidate really 
aflnri elections tli.il nnnh? Their is mi 
dcaibt that them were once Adenauer- 
voters and Ihhaid-voieis, and tho I’DU 
now hopes there will he Kiesimjer- voters. 
These electors who vote lor the than- 
cellor's parly bum use of the figure of the 
chancellor demonstrate: tin* importance uf 
personalities in elections. 


However, this country’s iwo-volo elec- 
toral system— the first vole going to Hie 
constituency candidate, and the second to 
the state list ut one political party— sel- 
dom produces n marked ilHleience in the 
number of voles for a constituency can- 
didate of a particular paily and ior tho 
candidate's parly as a whole. 

It Is still exceptional for voters lo give 
their Hist vtitii to a Candida to who does 
not belong lo the party lo which they 
give thoir second vote, because they pre- 
fer this candidate to their own parly's 
selection — that Is they vole lor Ihe per- 
sonality and not ior the parly. 

Members of the Bundestag who can 
claim lo have been personally elecLed In 
this way are always, and Justifiably, 
proud of the fact, but there are not many 
ol them. Usually, votes are cast for the 
candidate of (he party which the elector 
supports, even If another party's candi- 
date is personally more attractive. 

Success or failure on the pari of a pa- 
lit ic.il party in Benin decides (he success 
or failure of rutixUtueucy candidates, and 
indeed this is niudi uioic important than 


personal popularity. Therefore, it is all 
the more vital for each parly to build up 
a good potential parliamentary party 
through Its selection of candidates. 

But a good member ol a parliamentary 
party Is seldom a "constituency king" as 
well, somc-one who puts in an appearance 
nl every local event and is as well known 
in his constituency as he Is unknown in 
the Bundestag. These local politicians 
lend to be very conscientious about con- 
stituency work, but their seals are often 
vacant in the Bundestag committee rooms. 

On IhB other hnnd, members who work 
hard in Bonn are often told by their con- 
stituents that (hey do not bother about 
their electors end do not visit thefr con- 
stituencies nearly enough. Thus, before 
every Bundestag election party chairmen 
wonder anxiously whether experts in their 
party, who are indispensable fn the par- 
liamentary sphere, will he re-elec ted. 

What is said during parliamentary ses- 
sions and In tha deliberations of Bundes- 
tag committees about draft legislation Is 
obviously quite different from what la 
said at election rallies, And a member, 


who is respected by nil parties In Bonn, 
will not necessarily bo popular nt coii- 
silluencY level. There are. iii.my pcrspec- 
tlves lo personality voting. 

However, patllauientaiy democracy 
stands or falls according l<> the quality of 
the elected ensembles. And right (vote the 
start, tho selection oi candidates ini I non- 
ces this quality considerably. 

It cannot be helped that selection Is 
limited straight away because some 
people, who would make good Bundestag 
members, do not stand lot election. All 
political parties have at one lime or an- 
other made vain attempts to persuade 
prominent public figures, whom they 
would have liked to nominate Ior the 
Bundestag, to accept candidature; but the 
Individuals concerned have refused be- 
cause they cannot pursue parliamentary 
and professional careers simultaneously. 

But despite all local and affiliation diffi- 
culties, the selection of candidates must 
solve the problem of choosing the most 
suitable people ior the Bundestag from 
would-be candidates. Complaints about the 
quality of the Bundestag demonstrate 
that tills problem has not yet been solved 
satisfactorily. 

Criticism of many members is unjusti- 
fied, but this is not always the case. Of 
course, the Bundestag cannot be a gather- 
ing of over live hundred "wise men of the 
nation.” 

Allred Rapp 

fpranl furter AllgcmctiiD Zollunfl 
(Ur Deutschland, 23 January 1IBS) 


Eugen Gerstenmaier takes the 
only way out — resignation 


B Realise nf the* outcry against Eugen 
Ger.sk 1 iimn I or, Presided l of Iho Bundos- 
(ug, during mod weeks, be had no 
iipliim Imt In resign. ("Mrst no mater did not 
t.iko lung to 10.11 h tills (Incision. By drawing 
tho appropriate, bitter conclusions, he lias 
rendered a service |o the nation, lo ids 
political party mid to himself, 

Neither Ills Uluinls nor his opponents 
will deny him respect fur having made 
this decision. This atUludu is certainly not 
a matter ut course, .is pluvious examples 
diummstialu. 

liven (torsion malm's opponents do not 
maintain that ho twisted the law In pur- 
suing his coin pensn (ion claims. Tho ques- 
tion uf whether the Bundestag President 
hod committed a legal olfcnce was ex- 
plicitly dnnyed by the Free Democratic 
1’uriy (PDF). 


Our first woman ambassador 

F or tho first time Ihe Federal govern- 
ment has appointed a woman ambassa- 
dor: at the beginning of March, Professor 
EUinor vap Pultkamer, the most senior 
female official in the Foreign Affairs Mi- 
nistry, will take over as leader of the 
Bonn delegation lo tha Council of Europe 
in Strasbourg. Up lo now Ellinor von Pull- 
kamer has been senior diplomatic adviser 
and director of the UN desk at the For- 
eign Office- 

She was bom in 1910 in Karzin, In whnt 
was then Pomerania. At the ago ol 2G she 
wrote her thesis on a subject relating lo 
recent Polish history. Ellinor von Puilka- 
mi*T is regarded as an expert on Polish 
affairs In the Foreign Ministry. She is one 
ol tho fr.w Federal Republic diplomats 
who speaks Polish. 

Altar a brief period in the Ministry of 
Juslicc. Ellinor von Pultkamer started 
work at the Foreign Affairs Ministry fn 
1953. From 1956 to i960 she was a mem- 
ber r>r the Federal Republic observer de- 
legation Lo the UN In New York. Then 
she look over as heud of the UN desk at 
Ihe Foreign Affalis Ministry. 

tHttnuovcdvJbc Allgumeina, 21 January IMS) 
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The point at Issue was whelher his be- 
haviour was politically suitable; It was 
.1 mallor of political style. Tho way In 
whbh this Sw.iM.ui pnlltii iau, who des- 
perately winded lo be called a professor, 
allowed his own temperament to gat tho 
bciior of him mid lost his seif-con (rot nt 
.1 decisive n nniicni is not without its tragic 
r- lenient s. 

Gerslmi malor was the repruMmlativa of 
the legislature and was always quick lo 
defend Ihe dignity of Hie Bn mips lug, hut 
untiling annoyed his own party and the 
gonernl public morn titan this unexpected 
uulbursl against the alleyad shortcomings 
ol this country. 

Was the pulitlctim who gava vent to 
these criticisms — when concerned with q 
person ii I mailer — tho same person who 
never missed an opportunity to appeal to 
civil dignity, national loyalty and an Iron 
sense of responsibility and who warned 
against tho temptations of spineless con- 
sumer thinking? 

The avnlencho of accusations could not 
be hailed by apologies after the event. So 
once again Eugen Gerstenmaier proved to 
be his own worst enemy. Even his own 
party had not expected such a wave of 
antipathy, hut the political diain reaction 
probably explains why the Christian De- 
mocratic Union (CDUJ did not avoid the 
issue but tackled it unashamedly. 

Get stan mulet was one ol the lunar cliclc 
of CDU politicians. HU name was fre- 
quently mentioned 09 a candidate far 
senior posts such as chancellor or Federal 
president. It is understandable that the 
CDU intends (o Issue a full statement on 
the political services ot this highly honour- 
ed man, who has now fallen so low. 
Whether or not Geistanmaier’E critics will 
be convinced by this statement is another 
matter) they could interpret it as a means 
whereby Uie CDU can distance itself from 
Gerstenmaier. 

The statement is based on the report 
by the lawyer Glide who confirms, as re- 
gards the legal aspects of the cdsc-and 
lo this extent the report agree with 
the findings of the Social Democratic Par- 
ly’s special commission — that, firstly, 
(he Bundestag President’s compensation 
claim “conforms with the law," secondly 
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that Gerstenmaier did not Influence legis- 
lative procedure lo his own advantage, 
and thirdly, that he exerted no more in- 
fluence on the investigation of the case 
than would bo expected of any other mem- 
ber who submitted a motion. 

However, perhaps something more 
should be expected of file Bundestag Pre- 
sident os against nny “ordinary** mem- 
ber? This was the point at Issue when II 
came lo evaluating tha case in political 
terms . But people should beware of tho 
temptation — particularly in this election 
year — to initiate a series of wrangles 
aimed at settling nccounis {"An eye for 
an eye . . .“) and henco Invalidating Ihu 
benoflclal effect of the decisions reached 
in Bonn. 

In his short speech to Ihe parliamen- 
tary party, Gerntcnmuler nsked all tln.se 
whom he Is said to have injured during 
Ihe course of the years to be indulgent. 
These words also show discernment. 
Though many people mtiy frel disappoint- 
ed, Gerstenmaier'!, resignation has not 
only clarified the situation but has also 
created new respect for the parliamentary 
system. 

iSiidd-uui vb_* Ziiluiuj, 24 J-m'Juiy l!rt?) 
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m labour relations 

Reform in the 


Kurl Gscheidle, SPO Bundestag member 
and assistant general secretary of the 
postal workers' union, was unanimously 
approved os successor to Ludwig Ro- 
senberg by the heads of the 15 member 
unions of the Federal Republic Con- 
federation of Trade Unions. Rosenberg 
Intends to retire in May os chairman 
of the Confederation because he has 
reached retirement age. 

A nyone who lcjoelecl reform of the 
Confederation or Federal Republic 
Initio r Tritons (DGB) or consideied re- 
ioriiih unnecessary, would have to be 
suttsllrd ivflh Ihe present silualion ns ro- 
pnrtis re-presentation of employees' inler- 
i-kIs. Tlie i.'ondmietf discussion both in- 
side and outside the DGB about reform 
isliinvs Unit this sultaf action dues not 
l-Xfst. 

This rii isos I lie first quest Ion; ran the 
present DGB reprosnilnlfves be hold res- 
ponsible for criticism levelled against 
I he DGB? 1 do not think so. When com- 
paring present circumstances wilh the era 
nl the DGB's highly respected first chair- 
men. Hn ns Bhtklcr, it must he remembered 
Hud he held office at a different Klago in 
Hie democratic reconstruction of our na- 
tion. 

For numerous reasons his voice was 
given more weight In die polillclol sphere 
limn ihe voice of the current DGB chair- 
man. On this point, the vital question 
must be: could ttiese men represent the 
ini crests of officials, salary- and wage- 
earners more effectively by means of dif- 
Iptenj organisational and working me- 
l|iodB? My answer to this question is offlr- 
iniiLtvc. 


F ur two reasons 1969 la a jubilee year 
for the trade unions. At the end of 
Jtinnury Ihe Confederation of Federal Re- 
public Trade Unions (DGB) is to celebrate 
in West Berlin to mark the century-old 
tradition or (lie German (rude union 
movement. 

At the beginning of May the DGB will 
celebrate Us own twentieth annlversmy 
•luring tlie course i>r Hie 5th Federal Con- 
(iruhs in Munich. One hundred years of 
German trade unions, twenty years of Die 
DGB— on the threshold of the second cen- 
tury of trade union histoiy and Alter 
twenty yea is of [lie Federal Republic, 
there is good reason to Inquire in la tlie 
external and internal situation of tlie 
unions belonging to tlie DGB. 

As far ns the external condition ol the 
DCB Is concerned, It should be remem- 
bered that during llieit long and diange- 
ahle hlslory member unions have never 
be hire enjoyed so uiudi public respect or 
wielded such assured poll1lc.il, social end 
economic influence as they da today. 

Tlie visible and invisible power of trade 
uuiuns in thr Federal Republic has been 
frequently assessed and Just us alien cri- 
ticised: tldf. power extends ftain the right 
to implement dlract authority within the 
framework oi wages autonomy and the 
considerable representation of trade 
unions tn the legislature, executive and 
judiciary to their legally assured influ- 
ence on social Kelf-adminlxlreUan, worker- 
management participation, as established 
by ihe law on factory constitutions and 
participation in the mining Industry, and 
I heir participation in Concerted Action, 
bin I to l heir direct economic power whidi 
oil an finds Ironic expression In large 
unlun-lnlluenced industries. 

And last but not least, trade union 
power represents the 6,4 million paid-up 
employees to whom the DGB constantly 
refers when making policy statements— 
II it does not claim to speak an behalf at 
all employees. 

But hu w ever imposing the facade of 
trade union power may appear, the alert 


Confederation of 

BY KURT GSCHEIDLE 


Iii (lie first place, it must bo remember- 
ed Mud many of the difficulties within the 
DGB are duu to uncertainties about its 
tasks and limitations. Only when trade 
union responsibilities have been clearly 
defined will it be possible lo evolve a 
viewpoint, whidi would enable unanimous 
st a lemon is on the solution of prublems 
to be made. 

TIliB is not merely a question of un- 
equivocally defining the trade unions' 
attitude to our social systenn it must also 
be made dear how Mm unions Ihemselves 
Interpret (heir position in this social sys- 
tem. 

In my opinion, Hie reason for ihe ob- 
vious difficulties in defining responsibili- 
ties and altitudes is llio clumsiness of 
decision-making medio id sms within the 
DGB. As with all other large organisa- 
tions, it has proved Impossible as yet to 
develop modern moans of policy-making, 
which would enable the leadeisldp to 
react swiftly to topical events and sMIl 
be assured of Ihe agreement of all mem- 
ber organisations. 

Tho Altitude to institutional methods 
has hardened; standing orders are over- 
emphasised. As with ell enterprises, the 
trade unions pay too mudi attention to 
indirect responsibilities and not enough 
attention to tasks whidi directly concern 
them. 

The second question involves the orga- 
nisHiion of the DGB. No one can be an- 
tihiled with the present mongrel organi- 
sation. U would be politically naive to 
assume (hat it would bo possible in 1969 
filial is twenty years after the founding 


A century of 
trade unionism 
celebrated 

observer will mile numerous cracks and 
much Mi ren leningly dilapidated masonry. 
Thus, for example, the membership fig- 
ure of 6.4 million — whidi at first seems 
very impressive— canuot hide the fact 
That as yol the DGB has only succeeded 
in organising a minority of workers and 
moreover an exceedingly varioble mino- 
rity. 

During Ihe pnsi fifteen years DGB mem- 
bership has gone up by about eight per 
cent! but during the same period the num- 
ber of employees has increased by fifty 
per cent. This Is typical of the DGB'a di- 
lemma. And it is obvious what will Imp. 
I»en if the DGB's rpcrultmcnl drive fails 
to attract salaried staff and young work- 
ers— its industrial organisations threa- 
ten to become superannuated wotkers’ 
unions. 

The lively activity of the unions which 
do not belong to tho DGB— the salaried 
staffs', officials' and police unions. for In- 
stance— demonstrates (hat It bas not been 
possible to realise the concept of one 
union for each industry. This factor ie par- 
ticularly distressing for the DGB since 
there are many indications Uial In future 
the importance of professional organisa- 
tions will not only increase in the self- 
employed sector. 

Thus, the organisational structure whidi 
was initiated twenty years ago according 
to the principle of industrial unions has 
long been questionable— especially be- 
cause the individual unions in tho indus- 
trial Held hove not succeeded in gaining 
the support of the growing host of sala- 
ried stall. 

On the contrary, the DGB has recently 
aroused considerable aversion amongst 
important groups of senior salary-earners, 


Trade Unions 


oi Mie DGB) lo peisu.idr- individual uni- 
ons, whidi have yuinc-d independence, to 
renounce rights and responsibilities in 
older to strengthen the DGB. 

Those omissions cannot bo made good. 
But it would bo possible to change the 
emphasis i however, such n change would 
have to concentrate on how the DGB enn 
catty out Us executive role in the ince 
of the increasing strength of individual 
unions. 

In my view, Mils would mean that con- 
fused OKjanisdlimnil forms with their Im- 
precise definition of responsibilities would 
have to he eliminated. At top level the 
sixteen unions belonging to Ihe DGB 
should discuss fundamental political is- 
sues! the agenda should not be burdened 
wilh lesser mailers, and a very small Fed- 
eral, administrative executive should 
act according to the decisions reached by 
the senior DGB body. 

The necessary regional and local 
hrandies should be similarly constituted. 
Independent actlun on questions covered 
by fundamental decisions ot policy pro- 
grammes should no longer bo permitted. 
The activities of regional and local brandi- 
es should be based on a principle of 
authorisation, instead of on elections. 
Officials wilh full powers would be ap- 
pointed by the Federal executive of Hie 
DGB and nominated by Hie rolovanl bo- 
dies. 

This kind of organisation would have 
to be backed up by standing orders lo 
tiie effect that at DGB congresses, the 
only decision-making body. nioHuns could 


for example, brcuuhe of its worker-man- 
agement participation campaign whidi 
concentrated one-sidedly on the inlun-xta 
of trade unions and wage-earners. 

But it is not only the principle ol one 
union per Industry whiih has become 
questionable, but also the relationship 
between the DGB and member uni urn.. 
Hence, mure and mure trade union critics 
are reaching the conclusion that ihe IX in 
as n mere umbrella ouj.inlscnUon without 
the power lo fix subhripHuiis or (nke purl 
in wage negotiations so Hois from a se- 
vere weakness. 

Although the need lor DGB reforms at 
the top and on subsidiary levels Is scar- 
cely disputed any mure, this does not al- 
ter the fact that a few powerful trade 
unions are taking advantage oi the pre- 
sent organisational crisis to block ail ef- 
forts to introduce reforms. 

And so ft is no wonder that up to tlie 
time of writing no notable trade union 
leador has shown any interest in ihe 
highest post whidi the trade unions have 
lo offer — the distressing embarrassment 
over Ludwig Rosenberg's successor has 
already exposed the DGB to ridicule. 

The obvious dlchulomy between the 
DGB's external splendour and inner mi- 
aeiy does not only reflect organisational 
shortsightedness but also a contradictory 
attitude to the role of the trade unions, 
This contradiction is particularly apparent 
in Hint many DGB officials still do not 
know whether they should regard their 
union as a social, ordering factor or as 
a social, revolutionary movement. 

And although the constitutional stale 
eslabllshed by Basic Law offers the unions 
possibilities of development which they 
have never enjoyed before, many union- 
ists still do not know whether they should 
identify themselves with or fall out wilh 
Uils state and its social order. It is hardly 
suiprising (hat, as DGB unions aro un- 
certain ehout their own altitude, they are 
unable to project political conviction or 
attract new members. 

Wilhelm Braun 
(InUiHiileLurlor, 31 Jammy 1&C91 
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only be moved by indivichi.il unions, the 
Federal executive mid Federal commutes. 

This lends on to (he third question; 
what responsibilities should the DGB 
with its sulisitli.il y organisations acrcpt 
on behalf of nil trade unions? Mere, lour 
groups of activities seem lu l»o pnrlicn- 
larly sigiiUlcunl: firstly, social policy; se- 
courtly, polilkul otlui aHmx (hirrlty, ymilh 
woik ; and fourthly, public relations In so 
i<ti ns {iitifosaloii.il quasi Ions roiireruing 
liulividu.d unions .tie mil involved. 

Without delay, the DGIl Federal ox era- 
live and Hie lop-lavel bodies of all indi- 
vidual unions should commission reports 
tm social policy. The purpose of Miis 
exercise would lie lo pjcpurv material for 
establishing mid investigating the smiul 
standpoint id l ratio unions. 

Youth wmk, us the prerequisite for fu- 
ture united nr (ion liy many groups of em- 
ployees. sli> iiilil he bused on loi.ii orga- 
n iSitl itilis and should introduce young 
people lo ihe social pioldems of em- 
ployees ami teach Hii-m lo nthievi! soil* 
d.uily. 

Public relations, which at the moment 
consist oi a contusing v.iiiety ol announce- 
men is by iudtvldii.il unions ami hy llio 
DCill, should eoneenlrale on Ihe loin Heidi 
of activity already mentioned; in addition 
the aim ol public relations should he lo 
provide all c.iiiiimtilkulhms media wilh 
comprehensive inform, diou in good lime 
tin Ihe Ir.ido unions' tlesiies olid their alii* 
ludi! lo current attains. 

Moreover, stronger co-oidiinition be- 
tween economic am] social policy is ab- 
solutely necessary. This could bo achiev- 
ed by more Authoritative repicsejdnlion 
of trade unions on DGB co-ordinating 
committees. These committees would 
work out recommendations for each ses- 
sion of Ihe DGB exec ulive. 

The working meHiods oi the Trade 
Unions’ Economic Affairs Institute (WWI) 
should also ha changed. One ol the duties 
of Mds institute should he lo draft clear 
and concise statements as an introduc- 
tion to discussions, width could bo effec- 
tively used In Hie course of deliberations 
on social policy filial is on worker-mana- 
gement participation, shorter working 
hours, savings incentives etc.). 

The fourth question concerns the in- 
fluence ol trade unions us opposed lo pie 
llllcal parlies and legislative bodies. The 
g rowing trend lowurds a two-party sys- 
tem enables the trade unions to exert 
greater influence on tho two major par- 
lies. At pre.se.nl too much emphasis i* 
placed on tho tradition 1h.il, on the whole. 
Ihe unions and the Social Democratic 
Parly (SPD) are united. 

Hence, every political failure by Hie 
SPD unleashes criticism against the par- 
ly. The trade unions should also express 
their Views on [lie Christian Democratic 
Union (CDU) end should react to failures 
on Ihe pari of any political pnrly. 

(Vulkfewltl, n Januaiy 19691 
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■ SOCIAL WELFARE 

Hans Katzers mini-reforms 
are not entirely adequate 

GRAND COALITION MUST ACT 


S ince he took office Minister of Lobour 
linns Katzor bus been worried by the 
possibility Unit, like his predecessor, 
Theodor Blank he might Tail to settle (he 
quest I on or ruhn mlng health insurance. 
Fo ihree years Hans Kal/.ci hosltutud to 
tackle this tricky subject. 

Nuw it seems that his (enl.itlvu effort 
lo combine ilia iutrnducllon of full sick 
pay wilh a jmiiUuI reform nr compulsory 
health insurance is in danger of being dis- 
missed- Bui no body should deceive them- 
selves: full sick pay will emua in lime. 
However, tlie basically Inadequate at- 
tempt tu adapt health insurance to tho 
rhnnged economic mid social conditions 
could again, for (ho third and final lime, 
cmno to nothing. This should not he al- 
lowed lo huppen. 

Anyone who thinks that I lie (iinposal 
foi full siik pay con again bu blocked by 
demands for compielionsivc refonn of 
health insurance, does not realise that 
since Mie formation of the Grand Coalition 
the political emphases in this country 
have moved lo Hie Left. 

A I least nn this pain I, Hie Social Demo- 
cratic Party (SPD) is determined lo assist 
ju Mtc renlisaliuii of trade union demands. 
For Hie purposes of the elccMun campaign 
the SPD ivanls to lie backed by Mie unions 
la the full. And tlie trade unions have 
vn Mildly Nsm-fl an ultiiualiim as regards 
mil sick pay. They aro hluslorinq and 
ilircalc-iiing. 

Tlmy haw linked the fate ol Karl Schil- 
ler's t'iUiic-1 toil Ai'tion with Ihe demand 
for I ii II siik pay. This it. is nuMiiiiii to do 
with r. ilii.ii.il social pulley since Ihe eni- 
|iIu\ci>'h social MK-urily will jioL lm ini- 
priivml liy Mil* inlioiliidiiui ol full siik 
jmv. Hut ,ii>|(ijiii<iils count lor lillle whim 
iil.-iiloilir.il 1 1 a id -pis an* at slake. Tho 
b-ide unions are iiinhir Hie illusion Mi.il 
full si.k pay would put tho wage-e.i mer 
*n tlie same '•ocial lowl as Ihe salai\- 
Miner. 

Foi Hie Mine being Ihe SI'IJ is calmly 
witihing Hie clarification of Min Chris- 
Iliac I Sim hi at h* Union's |< i'll!! ullilinie to 
Una issue. Hi. i in , up Hie < 1)11 .iiqiM-M a- 
iM'Pinsi ilkell, the moil! elec.lnr.il c.ipll.d 
Ms- .SI*D will lie able to mal.e mi llu- hick 
|w*. issue. I'm nn n Ilian leu ye.iis ihe 
f DU lias staled in its poiilie.il pmgr.im* 
lli.il lull sick pay is a good Hung. It 
ic Dim Hi.it all CHll iloniiiii-nts aUu s.iy 

lh.it lull siik (lay ran only lie I 

in i ufi|iilirl|i ill w ilh refm in ol tin* health 
liisiuain e system. 

Hill some time ago tin- (Dll ileseiloil 
tin. Millions path when K.il/ei was given 


S everal is.m--. me involved in titn dis- 
mission vvlikli lias suclclonly uiisuii 
0 - '** Hu* se' ond Hiiiriiiiiiiunt |>(|] to tlie 
law governing ofllclals' salaries. Om* 
point, wlmli lias so far Ikicui stressed by 
Parliaiiif.-Htary parties, is Hint officials' 
salaries oil- linked lo the salaries of lliu 
di.jiicnllnr ami mini. Hers, and similarly ex- 
penses paid to members ol tlie Bundestag 
«ro dependi-nl on ministeiial salaries. 

it is ra-il.iinly tine that it was map- 
Piopliiilo in establish this link. I lowc'/fir, 
il was approved hy Hie luiji.slaliiio even 
llionqh llu- irg.il p.i|.i,||.i|ile. Were dr, till'd 
by ol I n. in Is. 

Tin- si-rond poinl crxjfurjis Hu* qur-slion 
— wldtli ii,i s uiil.u tunah-ly received all 
('a, little attention to dole --of whether 
h H appropriate m i tew of tin: present 
‘‘idi.tlion in l lit.* public services, and at 
Hiis paili. ul. a poult in time, Lo iniri-usu 
the sahirie-t „l oifmalsat dr.- part merit head 
level and above hy !)••! w«:«>il 1 U .0 and 14 
pci tout, While inLi eases of 3.1 to 5 per 
'“ril seen i in in* com si tie red adequate be- 
l'*v/ tins level. 1 1 must , il.su in* lenicinhcrud 
(hot tin. -.(darics «rf many senior ofliciuls 
would go up by an average of forty per 
t-cni. 

A lev/ leiit-div e «. mi iiiit-r ■ l s have lip»*n 
,n, r»lL- ahuul iii is point, but not many and 


n tree hand to try and woik towards ro- 
forui, But cm the Left-wing many people 
Hiink HmL full sick pay is more iinpur- 
tout than reforming health insurance- 
Bundestag social welfare conmilltoes hove 
agreed to toe the parly line on wotkor- 
iiidnageiuenl pmlicipcition, if el furls ato 
made to inlti.ite full sick pay instead. 

Tlie CDU will not want to snub the 
unions twice in nn election year: once on 
the question of fall sick pay and again as 
regards worker-management participa- 
tion. If appearances are not deceptive. Ihe 
only outstanding question is whether lull 
sick pay should be Introduced on its own 
or in conjunction with a partial reform oi 
health (usuiancu. 

But salary-earners who feel Unit their 
status Is Ihroiiiemul, management and em- 
ployers who would have to dip inlo their 
Coffers, and puliliclans who are Convinced 
of Hie necusKlly fur comprehensive in- 
form, do nut even want lo discuss K.d- 
y.or’s piupns.iN. The trade unions and 
IilmHIi insurance* oiijanlsatiunx are gums- 


U uexiwcU'dly, lh<» aigumcnt almul 
w-urki-i-man.iij.-inciit p.iitlc|paliciii lus 
.iM.iin "mu: (<i the luiv. Fritz lteuj, presl- 
ih»nt of Ihb ('’oiifmlorallon of ) : oili*ral Ur- 
puldtc t iiiius try, lias c-hMily .staled what 
■ ku miir illrn-ss Hits ruiinlry's I‘,iniumy Is 
<iirlf«*i tii(| 1 1 cum mi Hi is nc.Tasiiin Im waji 
inmciki'il hy l r.i c In uiiluiiisl Wi*nu*r liaii- 
sc-ii, whn ilioppi-ci a iKimhslii'll in a Dus- 
si-ld* iii sjmiciIi. 

Mi-nj cli'isi- In K-i.ili.iD' witli the' clidm 
Hi. it ll.iiiM-n's "IhiiMl" couhl li-ail lo a 
«|i-in-r.d sic ik«- nr even to i evolution. What 
did I I.misi-ii in l.n-l say. anil wli.il did lie 
n-.illy mean? 

ll.m-'-n, who i:, a iiu-mber ot iIil- Fe'b’r- 
.il i-\t-riiti\e ol llu- ('oii|i-i.dinii ol l-edn.il 


above all no clear slulements have been 
issued. Ii Hie Fedci.il government really 
leads — fur wliatcvcr reasons — that H Is 
necessary to increase considerably tho 
salaries ul senior olildals, then why is 
this nut being done openly? 

It I here rrmlly are convincing reasons 
lot the increases, then they could be pub- 
licly explained and backed up by rdn- 
vin* u| anjumeuts. Tlws question mention- 
ed above leads on (o tho third point, 
wtiic.h lias not been discussed at all as 
yet. 

As was ilL'inonsIridcd by Minister Curio 
Nth mid's ubvluus uncri taint y in Hie Bun- 
dc-hl.ig rumniitti-e — and he is not alone 
in tins uncL-ilainty — bills involving higher 
snlaiiob ft re in pr.idlre drawn up by sen- 
ior officials and decided upon for the 
Cabinet, who would be the main bene- 
ficiaries of Die hill, which Is now before 
tlie Bundestag. 

Poltiiiliin* should have a gaud hard 
think about this situation. The pullticel 
dunnyunre caused by this bill will not be 
eradicated tf Bundestag members simply 
renounce Ihe above-avbrago salary in* 
c reases. 

(SrUl rr;,MMTI* zcn LING. IB Junuary 1009) 


iug iihoiil the proposed repayment of con- 
tributions. 

Only doctors have given the proposals 
rnutoci approval since it became clear 
that their rights would not be affected. 
Bui loo mudi criticism and moaning about 
leal zee's minor reforms plays into the 
hands of those who simply want full sick 
pay. Now the best thing to do would be 
to make the most of Katzer's suggestions. 
It is important that starting-points . for 
Idler, more comprehensive reforms should 
he created. Tlie urge to introduce reforms 
must remain. 

The proposals for repaying contribu- 
tions arc unsatisfactory; a more oxpodi- 
rut piocedure could be adopted. But they 
would nevertheless be a slop in the right 
direction. Back payment could encourage 
tlie realism jon (hot social security Is not 
free. Anyone who does not submit a 
rlnim lu ills lic.ilth insurance Him, would 
L«o rewarded. 

This principle roulil bo worked mil 
1 1 noe effuclivi-ly : kn.U payment should a- 


Rc.-pul.llc Trade Unions (DGB), tinctured-. 
''Iii Europe, mi (lie bonier of the Com- 
munist sjihmn 1 bf’lhfUteiu-u,' there kt'onty 
c'n'io .illi-riMlive to c|iialllk-.l w urker-i nan - 
agt-iiii’ul paiHi;i(i,ilion — and Unit is nation- 
ii I Nn l iuu of llu- i in-aim ol pmclui'Him." 

A ild he wl-ii I mi lo suy: "Anyi/fii- who 
liii-N lo olMlriK-i wilh nil .1 vni l.ililo nit.*, ins, 
pari) .-ip. ill (»• by. i-uiployi-t-s «uid Ihdr 
miiniis Hlionld not riimpl.iin If an ipci cas- 
ing iiniiibiu nf peopin roq.ird <-xpro|iri>i- 
tiuli wiHinlit roiiipiMiNaliun .is tlin iiu-vf- 
liihb* .inswnr to inihislTlnlliitb' rlalnis tn 
.ilisotnlo pow'-r.” 

TIii-sii tun slimkiiiii wonls, certainly 
i-.il«:iil.iti*cl Lu uflnuii iippi-ni-nls nf worker- 
niiiiiiiyi-uiimt p,u t it-l jid limi mid wide sec- 
linns nl llio ijeiiri.il pldilic os well, Al- 
Hiuiiijh Hie overt finpiuSHlmi lli.il tlie DUG 
iv j s HiiCdlojiIuq to indulge in economic 
ratliciilism may nut have been unwelcome 
lo the speaker, I lanscn did in fatl ex- 
]>rus4 himself rather more cautiously than 
may appear. 

Strictly speaking. I Jansen's comment 
about the only alternative to qualified 
worker-management participation was 
not a rhaltcnge, but simply a fnlso state- 
ment. There are several nl tern .ilivc means 
of achieving the DGB’a objectives, il log- 
ic and iQdlity are taken inlo considera- 
tion. 

For ex am pie, llio pi risen l slate of af- 
fairs is one such alternative, and then 
tin-re arc tlie suggest ion ut till!, or that 
political party or association. The se- 
cond sentence quoted earlier Is pretty 
hypothetical. It plays with the idea ul 
bitterness ainongst Hie public; If billor- 
ncss should arise, then unyune who is 
now advocating participation should not 
complain. 

So tniK.1i for wlml the trade unionist 
actually said. Howevor, sudi close exami- 
nation hardly alters tho overall impres- 
sion! and this Is catastrophic. From a tac- 
tical point of view, calling la mind the 
theoretical possibility of complete social- 
isation of the whole economy and using 
the expression "nationalisation of (he 
means of production" was the stupidest 
thing a supporter of worker-management 
participation cuold have dune. 

Opponents will argue that quail (led. 
worker-management participation is a 


mount to more than fifteen Marks. The 
objection that back payment places an 
additional burden on health insurance or- 
ganisations duos not cairy much weight. 
Only those Insured persons wlm submit 
claims would be worse off; Ihe othars 
would benefit. 

Repayment of court i I ml ions would be 
I ho first step towards eliminating Ihe 
worn-out soiidarily principle. Of course 
it would also bo an advantage if doctors 
lied to adjusl lo the fact (hat patients are 
directly liivolvorl In the cost ol trontmont, 
But repaying contributions Is not enough. 
This should he complemented by sensible 
percentage payment by the insured for 
medicines. This would help to slop (he 
misuse of tablets. Plaster, cottonwool and 
oilier household goods should no longer 
be paid Tor by health Insurance organi- 
sations. 

But all this still has very little (o do 
with a reform whiih must bring about 
reasonable participation by the Insured 
and complete clarity as regards cost, 
Nonetheless, It would adit eve a dogma 
of progress In (he outdated doctor's c-Br- 
tiBr-ate system. 

Tt would look bad if the Grand Coali- 
tion could not limi the courage to intro- 
duce a semi-reasonable, partial reform. 
There has been talk about reforms for the 
past decade. Anyone who enn do no more 
than introduce, full sick pay after .ill this 
lime, won I cl ho giving him&olf a piwlly 
pour political lepurl. 

Waller KunneiHjiCNser 
{PtituMuilnc MhlcmtMua ZcUuaq 
(dr Doulxdil.il id, iQ J.iiiuoiy UhH)j 


c rally means of achieving nationalisation, 
dial the unions claim (<> rnpmkeiil l.lih'iri- 
U’rekls of employees Imt' their coal UiUhV- 
lions ,iro quili* diih-ri-nl, ami so on. 1 ” 

Defenders of Hit* piinc-iple of pin (i< Ip. i- 
lUnt ivciiilii cuuului: Uluru riglilx lot »;m- 
)il6ye?-s, if sonkibly gr.WtihF,' ufouhl ''iii?- 
il.mgl’f hbltlifi'r iiidlvldiml Minis, nor Ufa 
i*ehnniiiy,’ lied si ir lotyi' rlri llfa contrary 
(liny’ 'couhl Inn ul fji-rtrtral lu-nofll. Wind 
Dm majority id the popiil.iiinn'ittihitl as 
xcmed ii ii< 1 ha I lowed rlqlil-f wcmld nut he 
.itlrcli-d in any way. 

Ami Ihen along ramrs VVi*nu*f Mtinscii 
ami gives a provocative .spcmcfi. whiih is 
inlenderl io make a lot n( pcu|iin hiucik 
mil ill gnosu piinplcs; and Lo all appear- 
ances he admits to in leu In ms width ills 
opponents imVtt always cl.iinn-il he; was 
(Hi i suing. Employ ms can ndi (heir hands 
und nay witli nno voice: Ilansen has let 
Hie rat out of the bay. 

Of course, nn oflicial is at iibc:i l / lo 
emphasise the DGB's demands. Hut since 
it is a difficult enough business lu make 
extended workor-manayenient pa rtl. l pa- 
lion generally accoptdbto and tej «jrl it 
through parliament, it would he like 
shooting Inlo one's awn goal if IIil* DBG 
frightens ihe public with bidden tiirnnb 
ami veiled implications. 

Hansen has done an disserviif. to tho 
DGB and la all those who support wurk- 
er- in a imye i iumiL jmrllcipati<*u. Once u- 
galn flu Incredible lack of poiilfcril aw.ire- 
iicss has made rtitoriiiets luuk like radl- 
cul ruvolutionaiies. 

Something can he praised, but also 
damned to death. If it berdiue generally 
uncplud ihflt even raliriiiat extension oi 
participation sliould ire appiomhed cau- 
tiously because supporlers of nuw regula- 
tions were ahviou^ly irresponsible, tiicn 
nniployees would Iwvn wasted Dicir i-t- 
lurts. 

At the Eiiino Hiioi, ft new kind >■( peirli- 
cipalion which respects ownership nnd 
certainly does nol aim to acid eve nation- 
alisation is conct-ivahle. I*c-o(jJe should 
not necessarily think In terms ol n-ilion- 
alisalion when «1 tern aliens ate ineul loll- 
ed, but should i cm cm her that the si a tux 
quo could be mail Mai nod. 

AoAivin I'in ht n teller 

(S(i<l.[."jls.Jio /.jililli.]. It J.ji.'Jiry iVi'H 


DGB official provokes participation opponents 


Politicians give politicians 
a rise in pay 
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Willi Baumeister’s Wuppertal 
drawings on display 


i SiicicleiUschcZeirung 

I . HUHCHHECNEUISTi H*CH»ICHrEN 


W illi Baiimcdsler, ol whom Fernand 
L&jer once said dial he represen- 
ted 1 'German ail of InlcruaLUuial stand- 
ing", was elglily years old un 21 January. 
To mark the occasion and encouraged by 
Heins Rosch, n Wuppertal art collector 
ami friend of Baumelsler, (lie Von dor 
H**.ydt Museum is displaying about sixty 
id Daunioister's drawings, which were 
executed in Wuppertal. The artist's family 
have also conlributcd some works. 

This review of Bniinipisler's range of 
subjects and lorm covers the years 1936 
to i'f-U, Inc lull i mj examples from the years 
when Ihls prolific arllsl was uol allowed 
to exhibit publicly in Germany. The (act 
thill lliesa works were done In Wupperlal 
is linked with commissions, including ad- 
vertising commissions, which Bnu mote ter 
ami also Oskar Sdilcuuner completed lor 
a local pain! factory. 

Younger artists currently regard the 
works Bnumeistor drew in the 1920s and 
his constructivist "sporting pictures" ns 
topical. The clearly delineated shapes, 
the contrast between strict outline and 
linear composition, the carefully graded 
emphasis of volume and the exploration 
of area confirm and support the ideas of 
some modern arllr,*5. 

The Wuppertal museum is exhibiting 
works from a later period, which was 


Mavignier in 
search of 
order 

W hen asked why he. a Brazilian, 
lived in this country Almlr Ma- 
vignier replied, "f found sufficient prog- 
ress in Brazil; I carao to Germany be- 
cause I was seeking order." The Brazilian 
national flag bears the motto "Order and 
Progress." 

Almir Mavignier came to Ulm In 1053 
and since 1AG5 has taught at the Ham- 
burg college of arL And the Hamburg 
Kunsthaus has organised an Impressive 
exhibition of hts works. 

Mavignier swears by the dot, just as 
Josef Albers — another Ulm teacher, along 
with Max Bill— is devoted to the square. 
Almost fifteen years ago Mavignier paint- 
ed his first work based on dots and thus 
found his major theme. Since then be 
has varied the technique in numerous 
pictures and graphic series without ex- 
hausting this method, without tiring of 
the idea and becoming unimaginative. 

In the context of the pic Lure the dots 
arc exactly calculated to produce a cer- 
tain effect. The bigger the dots, the clear- 
er the structure because the artist marks 
them with the head of a nail and then 
gives them shape. "The three-dimensional 
form of eadi dot gives the whole struc- 
ture a light and a shady side. This play 
on light produces an optical mixture of 
colour and light with a variable effect, 
if Lhe intensity or direction of the light 
is altered.'' 

This is not pointillism of the old school, 
which sought to capture Dickering light 
and simulate a mood. But Mavignier's 
pictures also have to be completed by 
the eye of the beholder who, standing 
at a suiteablc distance, recognises fluc- 
tuations: crosses, circles, squares, con- 
cave and convex variations, "broken sur- 
faces'* and deformed forms. 

(DEUTSCHES ALLGEMEINBS SONNT ACSBLATT, 
12 January ige9| 


typical of the time when Bnuineisier had 
to work in secret and which nevertheless 
allowed him — one or (he outcasts of that 
Umc— full artistic freedom. 

Baumeister's freedom was an adileve- 
nient dependent on his penetrating intel- 
lect. in liis works completed between 1936 
and 19-14 lie demonstrated for himself and 
for others lhe ■'salvation of pictures." 
Thu Bldos works literally confirm this. 

Baumelsler did not protest or make a 
terrific fuss; lie did not kidc against 
authority. His melaptiystc— indeed the 
more familiar one becomes with his ''con- 
crete" art, that Is art whldi relies purely 
on artistic means, lhe more metaphysical 
implication* come to light— was linked 
with a bpirll of lhe age, whldi stimulates 
and applies lo all cultures. 

Although he was fascinated and not 
merely stimulated by the forms of ancient 
cultures, fiaumelster was defintely a man 
of his lime. Aspects of Spanish cave draw- 
ings, Aztec art and Chinese calligraphy 
were melamarphosised by his creative 
iinaginalion, given new lire and trans- 
posed into a period when art only mat- 
tered If It "served the people," that Is 
suited the purposes of contemporary 
authoiities. 

In Ids works, suffering on account of 
Injustice, his sympathy, becomes so dis- 
tanced as to be practically incomprehen- 
sible. He associates form and idea with 
a world which only begins after the pe- 
riod of classical myths. 

GJIgantescfi and Enkiriu, Eirios, Rellet- 
bllder, Felsblider, Fadeuiigur, Rltzzeldi- 
nung are the themes and titles of works 
dating from this period. His form exists 
in regions which presuppose a conception 
of the unknown. Baumeisier set out to 
explore this unknown. In so doing he 
plumbed deeper depths than the surreal- 
ists, though his work occasionally touched 
upon lhe Surrealist sphere. 

The unknown as salvation, verification, 
loneliness, as the unfamiliar which para- 
doxically enables one lo become familiar 
with Its strangeness, the island and the 
universe, the insignificant and lhe In- 
finite are all characteristic of Baumeister's 
pictures. 

His book Das Unhekanflte in der Kunst 
{The Unknown in Art}, which is scarcely 
read today, will probably celebrate Us 




Willi Baumsiiler'i drawing 'Eidoi' done ]n 1939 

{Photo: M. Abel-MeniwJ 


golden hour at a later date— whan fasci- 
nation with the real world gives way to 
disgust again and the way is opened up 
for a new senslblltly. 

It would be wrong to think that Bau- 
meisier cut himself off with tills work. 
He conceived Mauerbildcr, Felsbllder ami 
RelielbUder as integrol parts of architec- 
tural projets. Me was unablu to rea- 
lise these works because lie could nut 
find a sponsor. 

The poetry of Baumeister's figures gave 
the "unknown" an almost indefinable 
form. His art, open to all influences, 
to every diengo, interpretation, secret, 
but also to every misinterpretation (eveu 
If only as decorative art) defied a world, 
which at the time was becoming increas- 
ingly hard: seeking, perhaps even promis- 


Max Slevogt works shown 
in West Berlin 


M ax Slevogt, the painter, was born 
on 8 October 1868 in the Bavarian 
town of Landshut but he only found his 
individual style after he had moved to 
Berlin in 1901. Like his friend Corinth, he 
had previously studied in Munldi and 
Paris. In Berlin these two painters asso- 
ciated with Max Llebermann, and the 
three of them were the leading lights of 
German Impressionism, a term which la 
certainly an inadequate description of 
the artistic content of their works. 

However that may he, in Berlin Slevogt 
soon becaniB a central figure of the 
city's arllsllc life. To mark his hundredth 
birthday two major exhibitions primari- 
ly documenting Slevogt's graphic works 
have been organised in West Berlin. 

Of these three painters, Slevogt was 
least bothered about the problems of art. 
He drew and painted like other people 
breathe: swiftly, light-heartedly, with an 
untroubled mind. He found anything tech- 
nical easy, indeed almost too easy. 

Hts best works, for example Trabrerwen 
(1907) and his pictures from the world of 




opera— he was highly musical and was 
constantly attracted by operatic subjects 
—are masterpieces which succeed in cap- 
turing a fleeting mood, a characteristic 
gesture or a momentary smile. However, 
in his lesser works the facility of his 
brushwork often amounts lo ingenious 
carelessness. 

With Liebermann and Corinth, graphic 
oeuvres are overshadowed by their paint- 
ings, but Slevogt's graphic works are Just 
as— it not more — important than his pic- 
tures. His development as a graphic artist 
is, In no small measure, due to the Berlin 
publisher Bruno Cassirer who persuaded 
and commissioned him to JJIusLrate such 
books as All Bubo, Cooper's LederstrumpI, 
Paual II, Macbeth and numerous volumes 
of fairy-stories. 


ing, salvation, and cstubil.shing new me- 
thods in this intellectual world: sand 
pictures, comb strokes, separate, frag- 
mentary elements width move almost 
weightless! y in space. 

Up to now Baumeister’s works h.iva 
possibly In mn regarded loo much from an 
aesthetic viewpoint. He made elhicnl de- 
mands of a work of art. In Dus Un/re- 
fcmmfe in der Kurort lie writes, "lhe 
artist is mil simply timl In the substance 
of the world. His Venire* is in itself the 
'.substance of Hit; World,' and the world's 
consctaiicu unci sense of responsibility." 

Baumcistcr regarded t ho artist's posi- 
tion as decisive, absolute acul umi-nmulpu- 
liilrle, Today, we ail have good reason lo 
lake him and his works seriously. 

fSaditonisdie Zviluna, 13 January 19M) 


Slevogt's love of Mozart found expres- 
sion in his marginal sketches far The 
Magic Flutes these are utterly suited to 
Mozart's composition because of their 
rich imaginativeness, their realisation of 
a situation ond their pleasantly light 
touch. 

Slevogt's imagination was fired by any 
story whidi was even faintly exciting. 
It is possible that in later life he himself 
realised that illustrations, telling sketches 
and the fluid technique of lithography 
were more suited to his impetuous tem- 
perament, which tended towards impro- 
visation and carelessness, than painting. 

In any case, his later works include 
more illustrations than pointings. There 
Is no need to regret this development, 
quite apart from the fact that his illustra- 
tive work continued an old, rospcctcd tra- 
dition, featuring sudi names as Mcnzcl 
and Chodowietki. 

Towards the end of his life, when a 
severe illness caused him great distress, 
this eternal Secessionist and habllu£ of 
the Romanlsdier Cate retired to Neu- 
kastel in the Palatinate. In Neukaslel, 
Slevogt laid down his brush and his pen- 
cil for the last time In 1932. 

(Klelor NadifJchtun, II January 10691 
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Max von der Grim play at 
Ruhr festival 


G reat Gml, Ihuhiiuum, don't shout .it 
us tun) Aiill-aiilhnrllarian Socialism 
is also on your side. This Is mil Lhe only 
quotation (In Ibis cuso, taken from Rtull 
Dutschke's letter to his would-be assas- 
sin) whidi Max vun der Grilu includes in 
his revue with the provocative title, Not- 
aland Oder Das Strasscnthcatcr hommt. He 
borrows from many writers from Klnp- 
stodc to Matthias Claudius, and adapts a 
fair selection of popular songs Lo suit the 
play. 

The premiere of von der Gritn's first 
play in Recklinghausen's Ruhr Festival 
was planned and rehearsed with the ma- 
nager of the Westphalian Landes theater, 
Hans Dieter Schwarze, and ills group. The 
play was awaited with some apprehension 
since the preceding spectacle with public 
rehearsals and discussions on the so- 


50 glorious years 
of publishing 


DER TAGES SPIEGEL 

IINAIMNOIGE IUUNH MOtGENZMUNO 


W idler do Giuyler & Co. West Ber- 
lin, (ho renowned publishing com- 
pany. is culelir.it ing the Hftietli anniver- 
sary of Its foundation. Dc Gmylur con- 
siders Usi-li Europe’s i urges I publisher of 
(feudal scientific literature. 

Shortly after the First World War, for 
economic ummiiis, tin* pulilisiiiiii) Iimhms 
of C; .V (aivlu-ii (founded I7H5), I. fiuf- 
Icfil.tff (11(5:1) ami Veil & Co. (193-1) join- 
ed ! In* association "I pulilKlu'is headed 
by do C’lrtiytui. They did so "llm holler to 
lie aide lo serve science and lespanh." 

This enormous publishing Combine has 
since published what seems tike an end- 
less list of medical. Sl'ieillilie, li-(|,il, llii-i,- 
1'igie.ii mid fdiilosojiiiieal works. The pre- 
sent Cal.ilogue lists 1 .'i.lHXI lilies. 

Among Hie must noteworthy puldit ,i- 
lluns ure Hie hllidsdic Wmtcrhiuh edited 
by Professor Willibald Psihy remind. * 
photographic repioduelion of tin- famous 
academic edit Ion of Kant's works in nmu 
paperback volumes, Zit-gonfuvs's Philmn - 
pficn -Lexicon uml the Reulicxiknn dor 
deirtschen Liter ol urgesciiicfite. 

De Gruyter also publishes some 25 
scientific journals. 

{DER TACESSPIECEL. 0 January 19G9) 


First Nuremberg 
biennale 

T he theme of the first Nuremberg Bien- 
nale will bn "Constructive Ari — Ele- 
ments and Principles." it will be- open 
from IH April lo August 19G 9. 

The exhibition will feature 65 arlisls 
hom eighteen countries. Official cuiilri- 
buliuns an.- expected frum Brazil and the 
Argentine. Among the Eastern European 
countries to ho represented are Rumania, 
Hungary. Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia. 
Contributions from the Soviet Union and 
Poland are also erf reeled. 

For the (iol lime in exhibition history 
in this count i y parallel exhibitions on Lhe 
same theme will be held between April 
and August in West Berlin, Munich and 
Coblenz. Tim Nuremberg showing will in- 
clude works by Josef Albers. El Llssitzky 
ISoviei Union), Max Bill (Switzerland), 
Georg van Tuugurloo (Midland), Frantisek 
Kupka (Czechoslovakia) and Lajos Kassak 
(Hugury). 

(Franklin l*r Rundiiimu, I] January 1982) 


railed itiini-i evue had given rise In grave 
doubts. 

The revue is not a stunning affair by 
any means. Max von der GrQn, who work- 
ed fur n while as a miner in the Ruhr, 
received his quota of hoos and whistles 
from tlio left-wing intelligentsia. But his 
play also deserved lhe applause It receiv- 
ed. 

The evening's success owed much to 
lliu si agon mil of Schwarzo, a man who 
knows what he Is about. A spirit of be- 
mused tolerance was created, a sense or 
humour tiuiL smootiiened the ruiigh edges 
of the language and the dialectic unpre- 
tentiousness of the play. 

Max von der Gciln took up a hot iron 
with careless, almost naive vigour, name- 
ly, the misunders La ridings between the 
working community and Intellectual stu- 
dents that have driven a deep wedge be- 
tween them. Add to (his the generation 
problem between pa re ids and their chil- 
dren. 

The author lacks llio ability to over- 
come llm language barrier, however, and 
fails u» present his prublem very articu- 
lately. But tlm airy form uf the revue 
c< anus in his aid. Mo reci nils a group of 
si reels actors and presents n play wllldn 
a play, not In the style ol Pyranius and 
Tldsbo but as n sketch on the story of 
Nnlxiaml, or emergency, in lhe working- 
class family. 

How liic piay-iirling inadvertently be- 
comes u'alily is die significance of tlic 
ul her wise meagre plul and ils aggiessivu 
barbs. The students show how Punkuiika, 
& tsklifcvl woikui who Is celebrating an 
•niiilvcis.ii y, rends in the news, that 
mini's dm mg (lie i.'utehru lions, dial Ids 
company is tdusing down and h**w iiu Is 
pi'isilailecl, .lit 1111111111 Win iic-d uni to du so, 
by tv "sU.mgoi" to sell his option i» his 
rouipany-o wiled flat for 10,00(1 Marks. A 
M'f n(i(l "si i angel," nut in (lie play williln 



A scene from Max von der Grlin’s 'Noisland' revue 

(Photo: W. P. Haiicnilaln] 


the play, a fringe figure In the revue, Is 
meanwhile snooping around, a real estate 
speculator for another company. 

The morn! protest against actual con- 
ditions in the Ruhr la hound to confuse 
the spectator who is not so well acquaint- 
ed with flip problems or (his nrea, This 
protest seems to she I ter the light si rue- 
lure of the revue. 

Nevertheless, a problem is presented 
here whidi actually exists. That it is pre- 
sented In an entertaining, free-and-easy 
and niusic.il form is no renson why It 
should no! be understood. Schwa rzo's pro- 
duction, his well-timed exits and entran- 
ces and masterful direction of the diorus, 
is as lull of tho true dramatic spirit as the 
musical arrangements by Heinrich' Huber, 
wlio excels as a niime, and- adept iiL the 
piano and drums, assisted by Rainer 
flu tel la n Meh ilny. Together, as narrating 
clowns, ihuif porfonname was splendid. 

Barbara Klein .sang a (tiaiispu iip'inur-. 
ably. The slnyu uml costume* wviu 
by Frank G1 minimis. Kidimr Zimnik's open- 
air (heal re | lost l> is were tin; sidijert uf 


many couplets and burlesque scenes, as 
when the students discover the real 
worker and kneel before him begging his 
friendship In a formal song. 

The discussion after the premiere was 
marked by aimless attacks on Max von 
dor Giim and little else besides. The au- 
Llini' keepL tool at all times, lie easily 
rouuteied stupid arguments that instead 
at uttering some solution till ted with bulb 
sides, the workers and the students. 

To the charge Uml he was hedging and 
dodging borli sides, von der Grfln asked 
in re him: Since when lias a playwright to 
be a preacher or a Under of solutions? 
Since when must he personalty proclaim 
the revolution oil the street? * 

The milliur .sulci lie wanted hi present 
a situation that would encourage iei lec- 
tion. Ho wanted to do ibis with a grain 
id humour, which in lud»y sadly lacking 
In poUt ical discuss ions'. This Is certainly 
line. Ernst Hlhth, fhu philosopher, made 
the same lommk mice lo Until Dwlschke, 
lhe student lender. 

(!l-iiiii.ik-.-iv<i<- AUiIi-iikIiii'. H J.nuiJiy I 989 | 


Volker Schlondorff on filming Kleist 


MICHAEL KOHLHAAS IS A MODERN TALE 


T iu'ilireriur of Hu* Mini based on K Intel's 
.sh try, M/r/weJ Kohlhaas, Sdi Kinder If, 
was interviewed by die Mdnrimer Mcr- 
kur. 

Question: Was Klelst's story of the horse 
ctealci who burned and pillaged his way 
through the country seeking Justice and 
the return of two hursos changed much 
In tlic film? 

SdiiSndorff: Tills Is a film whidi tells ils 
stnry from beginning lo end. It has ils 
meaiiing in Lite development of this story. 
Whnl is modern in il is Hint dm story 
takes an unexpected turn, but that's in 
Kleist who Is mara modern than most 
people' imagine. 

Question: iluw du you interpret Kolil- 
haas's fate? 

SthlUndorff: Kuiilhdus Is destroyed be- 
cause lie tries to do what only an indi- 
vidual in a collective could attempt, to 
oppose a system as un individual. He does 
not condemn the system out of hand, but 
he duuhls that [1 Is funclluning properly. 
He wants to reform it. He meets ids down- 
fall when he sits at a table to negotiate 
with the powers-thaL-be, who have pro- 
mised him a fair hearing. But even if 
these people, representing Hie authorities, 
wore well-disposed towards Kohlhaas, he 
would noL be accepted as a valid inter- 
locutor. 

Question: In Kleist's novel Kohlhaas re- 
ceives his two horses, but he is executed 
for his actions, in your film has Kohlhaas 
learned from his mistakes? 


- AlOiifW^Hffliuc ' 
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SchiOndorff: Kohlhaas in my Him is con- 
ciliatory towards the end because he is 
given what he has fought for, but one 
cannot really accept this, or be of one 
mind with Kohlhaas. Me is seen lo die not 


os n victor huL as a fuu] who was deluded, 
just ux Mother Courage was deluded la- 
te thinking, up lo the very end, that she 
was profiting hum the wnr although she 
had lost her sons and daughter lo H. 

Tliis was a major point in preparing lhe 
script. Was Kohlhaas to realise that he 
had been fooled or not? What has the 
greater impact on the viewer? What is 
more dialectic? Well, in uur film lie does 
not realise il, but the viewer does. 


No character developmenf in the story 


Question: What moved you to film this 
story? 

Schltindorff: One of the essential things 
about Kohlhaas is that individual diame- 
ters do not develop In it, instead the de- 
velopment of the story itself Is exem- 
plary. Kuliiiiaas could have been mndo 
into a portrait ui a fanatic, hut such a 
psychological portrait doesn't reuily inter- 
est anyone. 

What fs interesting is the relationship 
between this man and society. Kleist dues 
nut give a carefully dllferc-ntlated picture 
of a slmpellon, as his story Is usually 
misinterpreted. Kleist Is concerned with 
how the worid reacts lo his man. The 
contemporary aspect is not that there are 
many Kohlhaases walking around now 
(one could say that Dutsifike' fs a Kohl- 
haas) but that the story develops accord- 


ing to media nisrns with whidi we are 
familiar today. For this reason we suggest 
nowhere in tire film thal the events aro 
taking place in the sixteenth century. No 
particular time or place Is specified. 

Question: If we understand you properly 
your film followa Klcisl'a story doscly? 
SdilUndorff: i don't think that my Micfrue/ 
Kohliioua can lie considered a literary in- 
terjiretdliou on film. My concern with 
Kleist was cun trod mainly In matters uf 
style. 

We used Klelst's climatic style, his 
shuck images and the ellipses in his nar- 
ration. These we incorporated in the 
script. 1 believe Edward Bond, with whom 
I wrute the script, hadn't even read the 
original story. He was only familiar with 
the forty pages of typescript thal I had 
prepared. 

IMtlnihnrr MciV.ur. 10 J^nany I960) 
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H TRADE 

Consequences of import-export measures 

GOVERNMENT GRANTS FOR STEEL AND SHIPBUILDING 


D espite all el foils to ibcck subsidising 
Industries, a new strong injection Is 
In be expected of hundreds of millions of 
Marks which the Minister of Finance hoped 
to set aside resulting from the high ex- 
port surpluses fallowing legislation 
brought in lo regulnia foreign trade are 
to he recmployeci for “structural" pur- 
poses. 

Sectors especially threatened by cheap 
imports, for exampia, the steel and ship- 
ping Industries, aro to receive govern- 
ment ijirmls. The decision to reduce the 
cost n{ imports Is in this way to be made 
more acceptable to companies which may 
have to face a strong Inflow of cheap im- 
ports. 

These plans ol the Federal government 
are not only short-sighted, they sabotage 
the objectives of the new measures lo 
rcrjuliitr Irndc. They also con trad ict other 
important aims of tills country’s econo- 
mic policy. 

With those latest demands for more 
subsidies tho government is obviously 
hanking on people's short memories. The 
qunKi-rcvalu.ition by way of legislation 
reduces duly on imports by four per cent. 
The government now comes lo the aston- 
ish ing conclusion that at least certain 
sectors must be compensated financially 
to the extent of the drawbacks encounter- 
ed as a result of the new legislation. 

Clearly, what occurred in Ihe months 
and years prior to Lite partial revaluation 
in November 1968 has been forgotLen. 
Pi Ic es in the Federal Republic increased 
at a much slower rate Ihati in other In- 
dustrial countries. With rigid exchange 
ratos It consequently became more and 
more . profitable . for foreign traders to 
place their orders on the relatively cheap- 
er market here. . 

The discrepancies in national price 
Joveis gave federal Repiibjic mamifac- 
fqrers the edge over their competitors 
elsewlicie. The semi-re volution therefore 
merely restored a balance that prevailed 
before international price levels began to 
deviate seriously. 

U follows that in a long-term appraisal 
of the situation compensatory demands 
cue unjustifiable. Besides, serious infla- 
tionary trends ore oven now working (n 
favour of Federal Republic industry. 

ft Is no accident that only a few in- 
dustries, not including all those with high 
export quotas and facing keen foreign 
competition on the homo market, have 
applied far subsidies from public funds. 
The rjrudal-ro valuation la again pointing 
up structural weaknesses in the economy. 
These were concealed so long as the 
Mark was undervalued. 

This undervaluation worked like nn 
export bonus and n customs barrier which 
enabled even less viable Federal Republic 
firms lo keep their heads well above 
water. The indirect revalntion of the 
Mark has recently again revealed the 
relatively weak competitive potential on 


Investment record 

C ompanies listed in the Union ol Fed- 
eral Republic Investment Funds last 
year increased their holdings by 1,530 
million. Marks. This was three limes the 
1967 Ilgure. 

In December alone investments amount- 
ed lo 275 million Marks. This was a re- 
cord peak, for that mouth. 

The number of Investment funds in Lhis 
country Increased last year from 26 lo 28. 
At tlie end of December a toial 136 mil- 
lion investment trust certificates were In 
circulation. Total assets are placed at 
G.200 million Marks, as compared with 
4,300 million Marks in 1967. 

(Hamburggr Abend b I alt, U January I960] 
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international markets of some Federal Re- 
public enterprises. 

So long as the inferiority of Federal 
Republic manufacturers does not stem 
from patent subsidisation of foreign com- 
petitors government aid in Ihe form of 
‘'structural'* grants for industries con- 
fronted with a mounting stream of cheap 
imports arc not acceptable. 

Slid) grants are dubious Tor two reasons. 
Firstly, ihe government is undermining 
the very purpose of the new trade- regu- 
lating laws, namely, .stimulation ol im- 
ports and curbing the export surplus. Tho 
proposed subsidies would maintain for 
homo producers the advantages they 
enjoyed as a lesult of the undervaluation 
of the Mark. It was lo combat this im- 
balance that lha government decided to 
lax exports and relieve the flow of Im- 
ports. 

Tf the new subsidies were intended 
solely lo finance worth-while rationalisa- 
tion projects, companies could Just as 
well be advised lo seek credit from 
banks. 1! non -profitable rationalisation 
measures are involved, however, govern- 
ment aid would be a gross miscalculation 
wilh disastrous results. 

So whatever way Ihose subsidies ore 
regarded, they are redundant. Not only 
Ihul, they are Injurious to the economy 
as a whole. 

If certain sectors .of industry aro grant- 
ed compensation for losses they lncltr as 


A ll. Communist and Socialist economic 
systems boast that their workers re- 
ceive their full wages, including profits 
that would otherwise have been puckeLoti 
by ''exploiters.*' Never lias a satisfactory 
answer been given, however, to tho ques- 
tion of ihe actual extent ol these profits. 

Now two attempts have been made to 
clarify this. They deserve careful consi- 
deration since they throw light lo some 
extent on this vastly exaggerated prob- 
lem. 

The first study is that of Professor 
Krelle who set out to estimate industrial 
profits from overall income by comparing 
statistics on self-employed persons and 
their families, listed in the Statistical Year 
Book, with average income levels of em- 
ployees. Professor Sdireiber improved 
this method by co-relallng the income of 
co-working family members with only hair 
tho average income of employees. 

According to Professor Sthreiber, earn- 
ed income — employees' wages and em- 
ployers' earnings — together represented 
eighty per cent of national income, as 
compared with 85 per cent, estimated by 
Professor Krelle. The remaining twenty or 
fifteen per cent is accounted for by In- 
terest returns and profits. 

In this country therefore four-riflhs lo 
six-sevenths of all income fs earned In- 
come. These estimates Include all holders 
of savings accounts and private homes, 
listed as '’capitalists." 

Professor Sdireiber in his breakdown 
of this figure comes to the remarkbable 
conclusion that business profits in 1965 
represented 5.5 lo 11.3 per cent of nation- 
al income. The nearest estimate would he 
about 8.4 per cenl. These controversial 
profits therefore represent only one tenth 
of the wage total, even In a peak econo- 
mic year. 

Profits during the recession were esti- 
mated at only 6.7 per cent of national In- 
come. This amounts to one twelfth of the 
wage total of the same year. 


a result of the government’s plan lo re- 
gulate trade and improve tho inieina- 
tional balance of payments, Ibis is tan- 
tamount lo protectionist policy. This is 
also the second reason these subsidies 
are inadvisable. 

With government assistance productive 
forces in comparatively unrewarding and 
poorly situated industries would be sus- 
tained, although better use could be 
marie of this money. Protectionist sub- 
sidies run counter to the growth objec- 
tives the government is ostensibly pur- 
suing. 

A growth-orientated economic policy 
must aim at removing existing weak links 
tn the economy by helping lo redirect 
Ihe facilities of these links into more 
profitable lines of production. It should 
he the government's aim therefore to ac- 
celerate expansion of dynamic industries 
well able to hold their own on world 
markets and lo rediannel productive 
sources that ore In danger of being 
swamped by competition and which ob- 
viously need financial assistance Info 
sectors that are better equipped to stay 
the pace on home and foreign markets. 

If ihe government makes the mistake 
of mollifying industries affected by the 
November decisions by offering compen- 
sation in one form or another, tho danger 
exists that good money will he wasted. 
The government's foreign trade policy is 
also inconsistent and contradictory be- 
cause important items on Ihe balance of 
paynients on current account have boon 
bypassed by the new trade laws. 

These laws, for example, deny mil- 
lions of tourists from litis country, lioli- 
daymnklng abroad, flic benefits of n re- 



Compnring these figures with other eco- 
nomic results, IL appears that profits re- 
presented about ten per cenl or the wage 
lalal, seven Lo eight per cenl of national 
income and five lo six per cent of the 
gross national product at market prices. 
Professor Sdireiber rightly asks whether 
this fairly meagre profit margin Justifies 
a Communist world revolution. 

An even distribution of profits among 
employees wages would result in a wage 
increase of only ten per cent. This is mudi 
less than the wage increases workers re- 
ceive in two years in a medium-tempo 
economy. 

A wage policy therefore UiaL seeks lo 
encroach upon employers' proftts will lead 
nowhere. If overall profits represent only 
rive to six per cent of the national pro- 
duct, monopolist profits cannot be very 
extensive. 

Professor Schreiber concludes that these 
profits are a relatively small price to pay 
for economic freedom and productivity. 
The view that a perennial conflict or in- 
terests is waging between workers and 
employers over the equable distribution 
of profits is unfounded. 

The higher ihe profits ihe more secure 
the employment. Since no investments 
are possible without profits, it Is really 
the workers who are pleased when their 
companies show good results. Without 
profits therefore the self-regulating mecha- 
nisms of a free economy cannot function. 

Most profits In industrial countries, in 
North America and Western Europe, are 


valuation, a most unpopular measure, u 
would be difficult lo say how mudi more 
Federal Republic tourists would have 
spent abroad if ihe purchasing power of 
(he tourist Mark {and noi only 
purchasing pmvnf of tho trade Mark) 
were four per cent highur (ban it \ VllS 
before November of l.isl year. The f«icl 
remains, however, lha l n leva Inlay of 
the lomi.st Mark would have helped to 
induce Ihe foreign payments imbalance. 

This also bolds for direct Investments 
nf Federal Republic firms abroad. Vari- 
ant trends In price levels on home and 
foreign markets curb capital exports 
which the Federal government Is en- 
deavouring to stimulate with other meas- 
ures. Talk of Ihe new legislation being 
able to be revised gives rise to addition- 
al imponderable risks for industrial en- 
terprises, encouraging them lo exercise 
greater pressure on the government to 
rescind the inconsistent and contradic- 
tory measures taken. 

Many developing countries seen in the 
new export tax unfair discrimination. 
Further financial demands on the Federal 
budget from abroad are anticipated, al- 
though II is argued in connection with 
relations with the developing world thBt 
a revaluation, or a substitute revaluation, 
merely restores conditions such ns pre- 
vailed before international price levels 
began to deviate. 

The government Is heading for deep 
water. The dubious substitute revalua- 
tion, and additional government revenue 
from export l.ixex, tin: drawing increased 
financial demands from domestic ami 
foreign inlouvsls which will ho difficult 
to Ignoin in election yo.u. 

The latest demands far giants lark Jui- 
lificulfmi mid will inevitably ln.nl to tin 
unstable ecomuuh' policy, live constancy 
or steadfastness ol Ihe Federal Republic, 
and especially of the Minister of Eco- 
nomic Alfa i is, Professor Kail Si hi Her. will 
bn put lo a crucial lest in the months 
ahead. 

|i i-'ii\tuilt>r AHqvmpliir Zvttins 
lilt I>i-u 1 ni lil.iiiii. |S J.iniMiy 19W) 


reinvested. They (litis iitprascnt Ihe mo- 
tive force ol industrial progress. 

Ccvinmunist countries cannot atfonl to 
pay out their entire profits in wages. They 
too must invest, and tho extent of these 
in vast men Is determines the level of con- 
sumer income. 

Whereas workers in this country can 
accumulate properly and acquire an in- 
terest in the means or production by in- 
vesting in stock etc., workers tn the Com- 
munist world are excluded from owner- 
ship. 

The slogan "owners of all the means ol 
production" is with regard to the Com- 
munist worker's attitude lo lifn and liv- 
ing standard us vague and trite ns dm 
knowledge Is comforting for workers in 
this country that the Bundcsh/jhn, postal, 
water and gus facilities belong to the 
public. 

In future discussions uf the develop- 
ment or this country's lrue enterprise 
economy, greater attention should be paid 
to the vital social and economic func- 
tions of the Industrialist Ilian has been 
shown in tho past. Every thing should he 
done to refute tho Inaccurate view that 
industrial profits are shamefully high, 
thut worker income levels would increase 
appreciably Jf these profits, allegedly se- 
creted according to Socialist critics, were 
distributed among the working communi- 
ty- 

Hitherto, the system nf free enterprise 
has proved much more rewarding and 
economical" than any other form of ma- 
nagement. The critics of the system 
should look to the facts before being so 
wild in their condemnations. 

(DEUTSCHES AUGDMEINES 50KKTAI .SAL ATT. 
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Where do all the profits go? 
— a good questionl 


g MANUFACTURING 

Steel industry needs to take 
its courage in its own hands 



L ast year, the sled bullish y reached a 
new production peak of 41.2 million 
tons of natural sled. This loprchOnled oil 
Increase of twelve per cent over I ho pre- 
vious year and ten per cent over (lie re- 
cord figure for 1064. 

Facilities were working ninety per cent 
to capacity. Maximum annual output is 
placed at 44 million tons. Counting re- 
pairs and replacements, the ninely-per- 
cenl utilisation really represented full 
employment of capacity. 

Orders were being placed well into De- 
cember. Since mid-yeur, orders from home 
Industry predominated. The order backlog 
Increased from week la week. 


experts may still find that they have un- 
dmoslinmled demand in the New Year. 

The. liral weeks <>( January showed no 
signs uf a wait-and-see policy among buy- 
cts. Full steam ahead— this seems to be 
the prevailing mood in industry. 

Full employment of facHllfcs, mid con- 
sequent savings in costs (which for a time 
made even low-price exports to third 
countries outside the ECSC seem worth- 
while) tended here and there In the lost 
six mouths to obscure the fact that pro- 
fits have for years been any living but 
wlisUiclory. The pi ice of many rolled 
items fell steeply in 1CG7, and hesitant 
attempts last year lo reduce, even slight- 
ly, the high discouul rates demanded were 
only successful lor a time. 

The steel industry seems meanwhile Lo 
have learned how to live wilh meagre 
prulils. Under piessure from on-thc-bor- 


dor marginal returns, which on occasion 
slipped into the red, companies pulled out 
every slop in their efforts lo reduce costs. 
In this they were remarkably success! ul. 

A wave of rationalisation measures, 
such <is liutl not boon witnessed since the 
Inst war, swept through the stool Industry 
in 19GB. Rationalisation in all deportments: 
in organisation and administration, in 
handling and processing of raw material, 
in production and marketing. 

Automation made deeper inroads into 
production processes, especially in rott- 
ing mills and blasting operations, ft was 
not exceptional for t*>n to fifteen per cenL 
nf walkers and ofilcc staff to be laid Qtf. 
Must coal and sled companies last year 
reduced personnel expenses lo thetr low- 
est mark for many years, although output 
and wages were on the increase. 

StiCQiniining will also be nn important 
factor in most companies' 19G9 pro- 
gramme. It will he more than uecessaiy 
to economise now because after a long 
interval wages In the steel Industry are 
bound to take a jump next November. 
Existing contracts expire In autumn, and 
it Is clear to management and the trade 
unions Hint the obligatory wage increase 
of two or three per cenl will nut suffice. 


Few are prepared tn say with confi- 
dence that tho steel hunin will ciutlintiu 
throughout I960. Even with activity gain- 
ing inonienluin in must sodom of the eco- 
nomy, must forecasts expect a drop of 
one to iwu million tons in output. Atten- 
tion is drawn lu the (act that stocks of 
most niamiiac luring companies have by 
now been replenished after the recession, 

II is also pointed out, however, that 
those who predicted a production total of 
39 million tons for IDGB, twelve mouths 
ago, were way out in their calculations. 
Although conditions arc not quite as un- 
predictable as they were ono year ago, 


Non-coordinated investments present pitfall 


One iihi jot pi I lull for the steel itnlusliy 
tliis year could ha that Invest merits in 
Ihe various seefurs arc not coordinated 
itt lime. In recent months, apparently un- 
der pressure hum rapidly increasing Un- 
man d, vust investment plans, often involv- 
ing more than 100 million Marks, have 
been looked at again by some companies, 
although their implementation hod been 
scheduled lor several years hence. 

Tho principle that now plant should he 
Installed during a slump so that it can 
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rape with demand when the boom sols In 
niny have some truth In it. Bui it cannot 
he arbitrarily reversed. Companies that 
I nst nil new fact lilies during n period of 
brisk activity run the risk of not being 
able tn uiiliMe them fully in eighteen 
months or twu years when they arc com- 
pleted. 

Despite all favourable forecasts In the 
steel Industry, it must be remembered 
that (mother steel slump is bound to 
cume suunur or later, perhaps next au- 
tumn, perhaps next year or tho year sif- 
ter. Farsighted planners, who have mttyba 
more Ilian once btimeil their fingers, ne- 
ver lose sight of this. They consider, for 
example, whether it would nul ho wise 
In create ti capacity reserve pool Inst cm I 
of going ohead severally with tlw i ou- 
st ruction of new plain. 

Siirii a reserve pool, wlihh would nine- 
ty hu wul corned, not criticised, by the 
Uru.sscls authorities, could represent a 
further step nn the way towards Intor- 
company cooperation which has devel- 
oped sporadically rather Ilian smoothly In 
the stenl Industry hi this country. It would 
ho faRCiful, however, to Dxpecl 1069 to be 
a year marked by greet cooperative spirit, 
or mergers, in lha sled industry lu this 
country or in Europe. 

Guessing game about 
agreements 

How long did It take, for exampto, be- 
fore a nan-committal report making 
suggestions wos prepared on closer co- 
operation between Ihe Selzgltter, Ilseder 
and KlOckner concerns? When the three 
will eventually come lo some agreement 
is still anyone's guess. 

Cooperation in the European sled in- 
dustry, beyond national boundaries, will 
also probably remain a sweet dream In 
1969. This is not Lo forget the link-up be- 
tween Hoesch end the Dutch firm, Hoogo- 
vens, which is not, howevor, very close. 

The century ticking away. The Japanese 
have announced plans for the use of nu- 
clear energy in steel production. Repre- 
sentatives of several major steelworks in 
this country have for years been urging 
this diange-over. 

Does this country lack courage to go 
ahead like the Japanese? Would Ihe ex- 
pense be too much for the Ruhr, where 
Iwo-thiids ol this CDunlry's steel is smelt- 
ed? Or is it that Federal Republic manag- 
ers lack the essential zest needed to un- 
dertake such gigantic projects? Who 
knows? 

(Hafino vencbe All 0 omeine, IS January 1969) 


Cooperation is 
no substitute 
for mergers 

s', i 


S uppose the director of AEG, Hans 
Biihlci, announced at a press confer- 
ence Hint his company wishes tn take 
over Siemens nn a slock exchange deal 
of, say, three AEG shares lo two Siemens 
Kliares. The Siemens baaed immediately 
Marls a counter-campaign, calling Bii fi- 
ler’s ofler ■■ridiculously low". Siemens 
promises its shareholders record profits 
and higher dividends. When AEG raises 
its offer, however, most Siemens share- 
holders are swayed, anil Hans BUhlcr has 
won the day. 

Such a traua act! on would be Inconceiv- 
able? In Great Britain the take-over, in 
the autumn of 1967, of Associated Elec- 
trical Industries by the smaller General 
Electric was not umch different. 

True enough, however, such transac- 
tions do seem inconceivable in the Feder- 
al Republic, not only because a small 
company connol assimilate a trigger con- 
cern hut because any kind ni aggressive 
merger policy is held In disfavour. Bank- 
ers ■ i nd nil those other highly respect- 
able poop lo would be shocked if open 
war were declared between two compa- 
nies. 

In many reviews 1968 has been called 
“the year or concentration". What has 
been actually ruble ved last year in this 
i GspecV? 

True, talks have boon hold and various 
ngroomeuls have boon signed, notably 
between MAN and Hitsslng, AEG ami 
Stemoits ami, recently, Duiinlnr mid Rlioin- 
sUihl. Cooperation, howevm, is nnl a sub- 
stitute for a null gu mu hull, 

Experience shows Hint xmit ngiotmcnln 
aimed nl increasing cu opera I Ion between 
Industrial concerns me rarely as affec- 
tive ns full integral Ion ol hi I her to inde- 
pendent linns, n vmi when hoi h sides have 
the bent Intentions mu! the cooperative 
moves are specified in doLullcd cun I rads. 
Again, even when companies segregate 
certain spitfires of production ami (ouml 
affiliates with their compel I tnr.s, Um old 
egoism of the parent firm remains. Emit 
group is Jealously at pains to ensure that 
its uwn man gets the key position to 
forestall undesirable decisions. 

Agreements readied on a cooperative 
basis therefore often result in full merg- 
ers after a period of lime. Or both sides 
decide to split up Again. 

This country's managers are too faint- 
hearted and limid. Instead of buying up 
tlrms at home or Abroad, they are can- 
lent with agreements lo pool resources 
on a limited basis. 

The example of the si eel industry 
should be a warning. The regional sales 
offices set up were welcomed as prelimi- 
nary steps towards large-scale amalgama- 
tion. But not even during the recession 
has any such move been made. 

One notable exception must he men- 
tioned. The director of BASF, Bernard 
Timm, bought up six reputable compa- 
nies ono after the other, thus guaran- 
teeing the expansion of his own concern 
and the dynamic development of tho new 
Interests. If a prize for the most coura- 
geous manager were to be awarded in 
this country. Herr Timm would surely 
have taken it last year. 

Banker Hermann Josef Abs warned In 
an interview with Der Spiegel that this 
country's industry is poorly equipped to 
meet competition on world markets In 
fhe eighties and nineties. II the Federal 
Republic is not to be outstripped indus- 
trially, It needs more “agressive" manag- 
ers, men like Bernard Timm. 

(DIE ZEIT, 10 Jdiiudiy 1909) 
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Sensible eating and a healthy 
sex life for all 


tlngbMnglga Tuflei Milling 


K ille Stroliel, Federal Health Minister 
and Sod.nl Democrat. Is anxious that 
people in this country should know how 
to bo healthy in the later years al life. 
To this end the Minister has had drawn 
tip ■! publication to nil vise people over 00 
what mid how to oat so as to remain in 
rjuoil health. The publication (s Lo be {liv- 
en away Iree nf ihargo. 

The announcement of the publication 
of this booklet comes immediately after 
a press release concerning a "sex ntlas" 
In give Information on sexual malLers to 
young children. 

Illustrated In colour the guide lo sen- 
sible caling follows rules that the Ilrst 
chancellor, Konrad Adenuaer, adhered to. 

KHle Strobels Ups for sensible eating 
are as follows: 

• Moderation in ealing 
• Eat regularly 

• It is better lo have three light meals 
a day rather than three heavy ones. 

• Vary your diet 

• Enjoy your food and be thankful for it. 
With some anticipation teachers, par- 
ents and sdiool children themselves are 
looking forward to the appearance of the 
approved sex atlas for teaching children, 
whidi the Health Ministry under Kfite 
Strobe! is about to issue. Already mem- 
bers of lire education and science trade 
union ha*ve welcomed the annoncement 
ol-thff appearance of -the ailasand com- 
mended the. Minister's plan, a spokesman 
foe the union has said lhaL only when the 
work has been published will It be pos- 
sible to pass an opinion' on its sultaijilfLy. 

The "sex primer" should become n 
standard work in education In this coun- 
try offering the young a means la a fuller 
life. The SPD Minister Is keen to do away 
with old taboos. "Children who are to 
become adults one day should be inform- 
ed of these matters in an unemtlonal 
manner," Kdte Strobel says defending her 
decision to break through old prohibi- 
tions. 

The atlas is lo be used in Bonn schools 
in autumn this year. It has been compiled 
by a team headed by Dr Christa Topf- 
metor. 


Don't blame 
The Pill 

B irths in this country are continuously 
on the decline, but, according to doc- 
tors, The Pill fs not the cause of the decel- 
erated birth rale. But where the blame 
can ba truly laid fs unknown to most 
laymen. 

According to Dr Beukert of the Bodium 
health authority the younger generation 
today Is much more enlightened. 

Statisticians ascribe the decline In births 
to attitudes of those who were born dur- 
ing the war and immediately after the 
war who are only now reaching marriage- 
able age. 

These young people are much better 
informed about family planning and this 
is made obvious by the decline in the 
number of illegitimate births. 

Before The Pill can he blamed for any- 
thing H would bo as well fo look at the 
Infant mortality rale. According fo doc- 
tors the number of babies delivered alive 
in 1964 was 1.065,437 but declined to 
1.019,451 In 1967. 

(Prank turfor Rdndidiau, 15 January I909| 


Criticism of sex education in sdiools 
in this country has been voiced by a 
member of the Bavarian state assembly, 
Dr Reinholri Kaub (SPD). He has examined 
many books used in classes and said that 
in his view they were guile inadequate. 

Spot-checks have shown that school 
children are very interested in books that 
explain the mysteries of sex, particularly 
the work of the sexologist Oswalt Kolte. 
Hts book, "Delne Frau, dan unbekannte 
IV'eser? ft our wife, the unknown person) 
is hidden in many a school satchel. Young 
girls secrete between grammar and hls- 
Lory hooks Kobe’s companion volume 
"Dc/n Mann, das unbeknnnle Wescn” 
(’t our husband, the unknown person). 

In Kflte Strobels publication there will 
be no fairy stories about shirks and the 
like. Twelve themes will cover the whole 
gamut of sex including family planning, 
birlh control and finally The Pill. A sec- 
tion will be devoted to venereal diseases. 

Sources close lo the Minister have 
pointed out that the aim of this revo- 
lutionary ineLhotl of offering sex inslruc- 
lion to youngsters is so that the younger 
generation will be offered assistance In 
time. The sex atlas is in line with policy 
statements that have been previously 
made by the Health Ministry as regards 
basic attitudes towards sex education in 
schools. The plans have been worked out 
in cooperation with Federal stale educa- 
tion ministers so that the book is ad- 
equate in every way. for the first classes 
in primary sdiouls throughout the coun- 
try. 





'Now children, you all know where Middlesex is . . / 

(l'liulo; Peter LiMjiir/IlniHuivuntlie Prei 


Six-year-olds will not lie given posses- 
sion of Ilia book but will have It Lo follow 
lessons in class. The teaching slaTf will 
decide how best to apply the book lo 

their teaching methods. 

The book's illustrations ore not like pre- 
vious biological books in which men and 
women were delineated without sexual 
organs, according Lo the Health Minlsliy. 
According to KUle Strobe] there will be 
no prudery In the publication and children 
will see clearly how tlm sexu.il side c,r 
lire functions with Nlustr.ilunis mid t k Mr 
captions. 


Hie Ilo.ihh N-linihtei is in no way ,m 
ii>"s about her plan to i.ukle the pi, 
of sex eciur-utfoii in mIkh.Js. A spukosm, 
for I ho Ministry has s.dd. Tim value 
Ihu way wo .ire ac ting Ims .d ready pro 
cd its rouoclness, referring nl i] 
same time in iho Him llvhj.i that ] H 
Health Ministry sponsorship. 

Kale Stiohol was given a lilm awar 
for this pmcliM tjun. „ Cnhiei, Screen. I 
is expected I ha I Kali- Si rebel will It 
awarded Urn Film Hamid next. 

11 '• ,nUu ' Ui.ni, 14 .l.iiii, .11 y M6 


Fatherless children have a hard time of it 


MAKING ENDS MEET IS DIFFICULT 


C hildren or womon who live alone and 
have to go ouL to work have a much 
more difficult time or It than do children 
of the same age living In the protection 
or a full family. The women are also at a 
disadvantage in comparison with those 
who have the protection of a man In the 
house. 

These two points were made in a 
survey, commissioned by the Ministry of 
Youth and Family Affairs, dealing with 
the problems that beset women who are 
alone. 

If a woman Is a widow, unmarried or 
divorced the main impact of this “un- 
usual" family situation is lelt by the 
children. 

The survey reports [bats 

• Every second mother Is away from 
home for more than nine hours each day 
Every fifth difkl was alone during a 

dolly 00 We6k f ° r m ° re Uian eleven hours 

• The number of problem children in fa- 
mily situations of this sort is far greater 
than in ordinary families. 

•The children who live with molhers 
who are alone usually live in small rials 
and generally have to share sleeping ac- 
commodation with an adult. 

• The children are usually unable fo ao 
off on holiday with the mother. 

• Most of the children learn earlier than 
they should the problems of adult life. 

From the statistics printed in the report 
U can be seen that 36 per cent of the 
children who are being brought up by 
Ihe mother al ona have school troubles. 
This figure Is in comparison to 23 per cent 
In an ordinary family and 20 per cent In 

wnr£ rd r Wir far ? iiY Where the m °ther 
works. A general complaint made by all 


m °^ rs wll ° !ivc alone was that 
jneir children were nervous. Added to 
this was a lack of conconlration and 
troubies with school work. Then came 
disobedience and wllfullness. 

,, But despite all these factors most of 
the mothers, 90 per cent in fact, said that 

lhe he “> or - 

Generally speaking women who are 

limJ\i and r hDVe u L ° 90 ° ut lo work have 
1-tlle time for their children. As many as 

adm^Tr^ /V he molhers questioned 
admitted that they had only about four 

hours per day for their children. 

thfTniL" 9 l ° 010 SUrvey 14 P er of 
hi i ^ u 6re Unable lo S ,ve 

u^der ^ 9 8 r 1 * *° lheir ctlildre n 
mothL 398 ° f 15, M ° re thfln raosl 

mothers these women had to leave their 
drlldren in kindergartens. Most of tho 
older boys and girls were cared for from 
mid-day onwards by relations. 

Most mothers supervise their children’s 

k '. In " ordlnar y" Emilies the 
father rarely undertook this. In cases 

alone 6 theT " brlng<ng U P children 
in X way° Par “' S USU011 '' h '»P«‘ 

The survey pointed out that as regards 
home comforts In homes where the mother 

noted? 9 th8t f ° llOWing P° lnls 

■ Whilst 34 per cent of families with 
man In the household had accommodation 
of at least four rooms, in cases whore 


women lived alum- only i p,., mi! 
Afford luxury of ihis mhi. 

■ These women moifosl in (hi-ii a 

In Hie. No mure th.m fain |n-i t 
wanted lo own thi'ii own faunc*. 

■ Fifty-two |ht ••c-ni of t In-in foul .« 
frigerator in tin- house .is opposed to 
per cent of women who lived with tli 
husbands. Twenty -nine pei rent of 
women who lived alone had a wash 
machine to make the housework a II 
easier as opposed to r,2 per cent in 
other group of women, Forty-three j 
cent of the women living alone had (c 
vision— 07 per com of The group wit! 
man in the house. 

The .survey reported th.it (here i 
Approximate] y l a „„,|j oll Im , tlll . rs w 

children under the ago of 18 who i 
employed. Approximately 2 -IU.iKHj of th< 
women live alnno. It can In- ho deduc 
Iroin this th.il whereas only every thi 
woman in a “normal" family sin mtlungc 
out fo work, 65 per cent of women w 
live alone must find a job. 

When asked how llMl he j 

proved for working women .md motho 
he mothers living alone answered .do 
linos such us: 'iiiori- favoui.dde worki 
conditions for women" -ind ’ «,.,v..rnmeni 
measures . 

“ W,ls ® U0,JOsUfd ,h '«‘ problems 

,f n W1,h <lli bliCin going «,ul to wo 
nn ,J P 0fhai,s ■‘"Ivwl ii f., r .. very chi 
a,,e r,t Ulrf, « '»> allowance 
0 M,jrks P L ‘ r month were made. Ti 
comments to this sug.p.shon worn: 

J P er c ^nt of married women were 

he v iew , ha[ lh[s Wou]fJ ||(? {J(>0lJ „ jin 

8 per cent of women wiio lived aka 

iUat°inn ! hi * s * u yU ,rs, * , >n. The rest sa 

that 100 Marks w«s f.,r too little. 

(Hamburger Abenilhlqli. || January IH 
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Men frown on the idea of athletic women 


HEMMED IN BY WHALEBONES 


O ur female: .students," says Professor 
Konrad Position, head id the physical 
educalinn department nl Hamburg Uni- 
versity, "enjoy playing football now and 
again." The idea tines mil upset him in 
the leasl. "Why shouldn't they, if they 
enjoy II; and they u.iliiinlly lend t> ■ play 
a happier game." 

Men are as a rule against the idea nf 
girls on the football pilch. Evun in Biilnin, 
the home of soccer, men who Lake lheir 
football seriously lake a dim view of wom- 
en on the pi left. Women's football is just 
about tolerated ns a humorous interlude; 
otherwise football is a sport for lough 
men only, and men lake good care Lliat 
their serious sport is noi watered down. 

A continual process or nnlhropological 
reorientation in which woman is permit- 
ted greater freedom Is under way, but In 
sport an image of woman dating buck to 
the Gauzhoitsuiethoile in educational 
theory is persistently maintained. Woman 
is still seen as a welcome sight in man’s 
eyes, a graceful guardian of home and 
hearth. 

Woman on Iho football pilch is unthink- 
able. Why? Mainly for nestliolic reasons. 
No matter how much women may unjoy 
playing football (he arguments of male 
logic are Inoxnruble. Inroads into a typic- 
ally male sphere are not tolerated. Reg- 
ardless whether or not tho sight of wom- 
en playing football Is aesthetically sutis- 


Ways sought to 
popularise 
ice-skating 

W ays mid moans or proiiinliug ire- 
skating in this mindly are beluq 
considered by the executive rnnunittee n| 
the Federal Republic Ico-Skniimf Union 
(DEI I). Euqon Kummingcr of Fruiikun- 
lluil, (lie iJClt’s spurts organisoi, has 
Written a tcp.ul that should In- n ,a- 
jiir import, nice, in the yeais |u cnine. 

Runtininger begins by oiitliuiny whal 
liuve, in his view, been lliu il-hsuiis for 
this country's poor showing in recent 
years. There is n .shortage of (raining la- 
cllitios and qualified ofllcials in clubs and 
associations. Many trainers tall short of 
the mark because ul inability to teach, 
lack of previous artistic training, lack of 
method in organising coaching and an un- 
satisfactory attitude towards their profes- 
sion. Skaters do not train hard enough. 

Herr Romminyer feels that the Ice-skat- 
ing centre to be built In Oherstdorf is tiic 
most urgent requirement as things stand. 
Five million Marks are needed. “It is the 
only way fo get ice-skating back on its 
feel," DEU president Fritz Geiger of 
Oherstdorf reckons. Eugen Rommlnger 
and national coach Manfred Sthnnlldrirfi-r 
Bgree Unit this country lias already miss- 
ed the boat for the 1972 winter Olympics 
in Sapporo. Sights must now be set on 
the 197b Olympics. 

I T. link fuller AllqL-mi-inn Ziilunq 
HU Diulnliirti.il. ) s Utcctabui iqeb] 



Watch out, girls, it is almost a goal I 


{Photo: clpa| 


lying it is the men who decide what kinds 
of spurt women arc supposed to enjoy. 

"Woman's image,” Konrad Fasdieu 
says, "is imide by man. There can be no 
doubt that a man is not particularly keen 
lo sco the woman he loves engage in 
sporting activity." 

Tho effects of (lie law of Inertia on tho 
historical development ol women's spurts 
have been serious, and to a largo extent 
bccauso man is defending against thu 
weaker sex a ilniiinin in whiih he pre- 
dominates by virtue of his more powerful 
muscles. The men's records that wuim-n 
hiivu never a Impu nl equalling are pruuf 
(d the Kccund-rulnncss id wumuu’s spurt. 

I)es}iiti> the puujress that has been 
a< hie veil women's spurt Is still liemmeil 
In lay wlinlelioues when It comes to wres- 
tling iii-w gruiiiul fi cm men. The laiesl 
example of perslslenl piejmlire is the de> 
risimi iiiken by Urn Federal Republic .hi- 
ilu I.e.njiii- about the tuauy lemak- judo 
nntliuslabts. 

The nulifiiifd executive yielded to 
women in finally allowing them tu stagu 
reguliir contests but iiiejiulice shone 
tliriiuyb in tlm ruling (hat wnmon may 
only lake part in judo contests standing 
up. Fighting It out on the innl, it was 
announced, was both unu esthetic and un- 
healthy for women, 

Konrad Pasrlien comments: "No sport- 
ing disciplines have recurded such un 
enormous increase in popularity among 
female students of late as Judo and kara- 
te*. Tho gentle art of sell-daleucc by 
means of giving ground Is a form of phy- 
sical exercise that appeals In women and 
girls." 

Judo standing up only amounts virtu- 
ally tn an attempt to cut the sport in two. 

It is us though long jumps of over six 
metres were lo be forbidden for women. 

As a social phenomenon nf major Im- 
portance sport nowadays has a function 
to fulfil of which ihu athletes of fifty 
years ago would never have dreamt, In 


('< minion with the far-readi lug changes 
Hint are effecting modern competitive 
society, spurt Is subject to strain and 
stress in width tho worthy pioneers of 
spurt, men who in some instances are 
still in control, are frequently no longer 
equal. 

Women's sport holds pride of placu 
ami mg lhe ninny mis understandings that 
hinder development. It Is one of the 
spheres In which lhe cobwobbed clldu's 
nf nn ago fang past continue to wreak 
their worst. 

Annein.irlR Suyhnld, a lecturer nt Nu- 
remberg lendmrs’ training college, con- 
cludes: 'The idea that man bus to think 
and rare Icir woman, deciding tho kind 
and extent nf physical exercise she niny 


indulge in, has Its roots in history but 
the present state of affairs is that woman 
is emancipated and diooses her own 
sports according lo her interests and in- 
clinations." 

The greatest misunderstanding of all 
Is to Imagine that girls are not interest- 
ed In competition nml would sooner in- 
dulge in pui pose l css free movement, to 
which the corollary is that gymnastics 
and dancing arc lhe feinalo sports dis- 
ciplines par excellence. 

Competitive sport Is nowadays more 
suited than ever for either sex. Both boys 
ami girls must be prepared for the de- 
mands modern competitive society makes. 

The rhythmic dancing of the turn of 
lhe century was appropriate lo the view 
then held of woman. Neither the view 
nor the forms of sport arc valid today. 
If that Is what female judokas want then 
they should be allowed la compete in a 
horizontal position. 

(DIE WELT, II January !Bfi9| 


Sports debate 
arouses 
little interest 

T here enn be no forgetting the poor 
attendance nt the Bundestag's Ilrst 
sports debate. At the time many people 
concluded that parliamentarians were 
simply not interested in sport but this 
view does not tally with iho latest report 
from the Bundestag sports club. 

In Olympic year 1968 twenty-four poli- 
ticians took their sporting proficiency 
badge: fifteen lit gold, six In silver and 
three in bronze. Ministers Strauss and 
Eppler and eighteen other Bundestag 
members h.ivo already enrolled fo try 
again in 1909. 

Eight hundred parliamentarians and par- 
ly and parliamentary officials belong la 
the eigiit h pc I ions or the Bundestag sports 
club. U might well bn concluded hum Ibis 
figure Midi politicians have grown more 
in forested in sport. They eorbiinly seam 
to enjoy Hiking pari more than they do 
talking about tho subject. 

(Finnklurlar AII||diunlno Zultima 
lur lliuittilildiid, L0 J jimmy IBS!) 


Special sports facilities for 
keen national servicemen 
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S pecial sports training facilities for 
promising athletes on national service 
have been arranged by the 7th Panzer 
Division, stationed at Unna, Westphalia. 
The purpose of lhe training centre is to 
allow athletes lo train regularly In order 
not lo lag behind their fellow-athletes in 
civvy street. 

Ndtional servicemen must be recom- 
mended by lheir sports associations. Press 
officer Major Otmar Rhein, on whose 
Initiative tho centra was established, ex- 
plains: "We have received letters from 
hundreds of servicemen but at the mo- 
ment we can only accommodale 42 men. 


To avoid trouble we arc having to insist 
that spurting urganlsa lions du the select- 
ing." 

Clubs whose candidates hnve been un- 
successful and who have lodged com- 
plaints wtih Lhe Bundestag commissioner 
for lhe armed Forces or with divisional 
C/O Karl Theodor Molinari have had to 
make do with the assurance that other 
divisions intend to follow suit. 

At Unna the chosen few, for the most 
part oarsmen, water polo aces, foot- 
ballers and track and field athletes, train 
lour limes a week. In common with all 
other servicemen (hey have lo perform 
service duties but as Far as possible basic 
training and the like is restricted to the 
mornings, leaving a lew men, particularly 
the footballers, with (lie opportunity ol 
training wilh their clubs in the evenings. 

(DIB WELT, 14 January IMS) 
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